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Sojourns to Sonora - Part I
by Barney Streit
Three things got me interested 
in collecting in Sonora, México. 
First was Henry Howden’s 1964 
paper The Geotrupidae of North 
America (Photo 1). Within its 
pages were some localities, among 
them Yécora in extreme eastern 
Sonora, with great and (at the 
time) new species. My thinking 
was that this must be a very 
diverse place, worthy of further 
investigation. Henry’s account of 
collecting in Yécora can be found 
in Scarabs #25, March, 2008.

Second, I live in Tucson, which 
is a short 90-minute drive to the 
Sonoran border. This, combined 
with México’s “Sonora Only” 
program of making travel México 
travel easy if you stay within 
the confines of Sonora - should 
make the logistics of investigating 
Sonora relatively simple.

Third, I believe Sonora to be 
relatively under collected. Why 
waste your time in Sonora when 
all those showy Chrysina and 
Megasoma await - just a bit 
further to the south? Besides 
Henry’s initial excursion before 
Highway 16 was built (from 
Hermosillo to Yécora), only 

the Diplotaxis master Scott 
McCleve (Photo 2) had collected 
the area extensively. Indeed, 
Scott discovered Phanaeus 
yecorensis here which Dave 
Edmonds described in 2004 (The 
Coleopterists Bulletin, 58:119-124)

Frank Hovore went on many 
trips with me, and described the 
cerambycid fauna in Sonora as 
“One third you can find in Arizona, 
one third you can find on the 

Photo 1: Another classic paper from 
Henry Howden.
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Photo 2: Scott McCleve - an “early” explorer of Sonora.

Photo 3: Chuck Bellamy found a squat white “zygopine” 
weevil along Highway 15 that Charlie O’Brien (see 
photograph on page 13) was very happy to get.

Mazatlán-Durango Road, and one 
third I have never seen before.”

To better become acquainted 
with Sonora, Rich Cunningham 
and I joined a September field 
trip to Yécora sponsored be the 
Southeast Arizona Butterfly 
Association (SEABA) led by Tucson 
lepidopterist Doug Danforth. It was 
a great introduction to Sonora.

Before you go, be sure to get 
dollars converted into pesos and 
insurance. I use Sanborn’s, which 
can be purchased online at http://
www.sanbornsinsurance.com/.

Crossing the Border

Word has it that crossing into 
México through Naco (south of 
Sierra Vista) is a “snap,” although I 
have never tried it. There are two 
ways to enter via Nogales. The first 
is to stay on I-19 and go through 
Nogales Centro. The second, and 
faster route is to take the Mariposa 
exit off I-19. At the off ramp, turn 
right and follow Mariposa to the 
entrance that bypasses the central 
part of Nogales.

Entering used to be basically 
a drive through. Now, the 
Americans have put in a 
checkpoint, creating another line! 
Guns and ammunition are not 
allowed to go into México.

Checkpoint

After driving a short distance, you 
will come to a checkpoint with a 
large covered parking area on the 
left; there is no need to stop there. 
At roughly 20 km, you must stop 
to get your visa. This requires a 
passport. A car permit is required 
if you pass some vague boundary 
into eastern Sonora. This requires 
that you pay roughly $1 to have 
a photocopy made of your visa, 
passport, driver’s license and 
car registration. Take this, along 
with your credit card, to get your 
permit, with must be affixed to 
the inside of the windshield. The 
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Photo 4: Hotel San Martín, situated on Highway 15 in 
Hermosillo.

Photo 5: Chuck Bellamy and Jacques Rifkind at the 
pullout just before the Río Matape, which runs just 
beyond the dirt road on the far left.

last permit I obtained cost me $39, 
payable with a credit card. The 
sticker must be returned when you 
leave México, or you will remain in 
their computer system, which will 
cause trouble next time you enter.

Highway 15

From here, simply follow México 
Highway 15 into Hermosillo, which 
is a three-hour drive through 
mostly xeric Sonoran dessert 
after passing a large riparian area. 
Note that most of Highway 15 is 
a toll road, with most of the tolls 
amounting to 59 pesos (about $4.60 
U.S. as of this writing).

This area (Photo 3) is seldom 
collected. Yet, it has some 
interesting Coleoptera.

Hermosillo

I usually leave Tucson in the 
afternoon and overnight at the 
Hotel San Martín (Photo 4) in 
Hermosillo. This allows me to get 
an early start the next morning to 
set traps along Highway 16 on the 
way to Yécora. You can get rooms 
with three beds (the third one being 
a cot) here, and each room has a 
small refrigerator. In addition, there 
is a 24-hour buffet that has never 
gotten any of us sick. The room and 
meals can be paid using credit card. 
I carry frozen chicken in an ice 
chest to be used in carrion traps. 
Before leaving the hotel, I tie it on 
the roof of the vehicle to begin the 
ripening process.

To get to Highway 16, turn right 
out of the hotel and then turn 

left at the bypass, avoiding the 
“centro” part of Hermosillo. Ciudad 
Obregón has a similar bypass, also 
to the east of the city.
The connection between the bypass 
of Highway 15 and Highway 16 
used to be obscure, but a few 
years ago a nice, clearly-marked 
overpass was constructed; you can’t 
miss it. This highway is marked 
in kilometers, starting at this end. 
If you were to drive straight to 
Yécora, which is at km 280, it would 
take you approximately 3 1/2 hours.
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Photo 7: Near km 134 there is a pullout leading to a 
ranch. It has often yielded some nice Coleoptera.

Photo 6: Calomacrapsis splendens Burmeister, taken on 
September 4, 1999.

Highway 16

The first few miles of Highway 16 
are dry, flat, and uninteresting. 
At km 72 you will come to the 
Río Matape. There is a pullout 
(Photo 5) on the right just before 
the river. In early September, 
you can find Calomacrapsis 
splendens Burmeister (Photo 6) 
on vine flowers. I used to have 
three specimens of this beautiful 
little scarab, but then Jesús 
Orozco visited Arizona on his 
motorcycle; now there is only one! 
I once trapped a pair of Phanaeus 
amithaeon Harold across the road 
adjacent to a cattle pasture, which 
has recently been plowed.

Near km 134 (572 meters 
elevation, 28º 36’ 12.4” N, 109 
39’ 54.5” W) Croton is common 
(Photo 7). We always pull off at 
a small entrance to a ranch, on 
the left to check the Croton to 
see if they are in bloom. Many 
great cerambycids are here, 
but it is a miserable spot: hot, 
humid, and with those annoying 
little black flies. This marks the 
lowest elevation that I have found 
Coprophanaeus pluto (Harold) 
(Photo 8). Dung traps will show 
that Canthon viridis Beauv. is 
common here, and not much 
else. If the Croton is in bloom, 
Hologymnetis cinera (Gory and 
Percheron) (Photo 9) can be 
collected here, as well as at several 
other localities further up the 
road.

I have collected at a streambed at 
km 153-4 (574 meters elevation, 
28º 34’ 30.8” N, 109º 39’ 54.5” 
W) and found Phanaeus furiosus 

Photo 8: Coprophanaeus pluto (Harold) is best collected 
in carrion traps, but can also be collected in dung traps.
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Photo 9: Hologymnetis cinera (Gory and Percheron) is 
common at many places along Highway 16. It readily 
comes to traps baited with fermenting beer and bananas.

Bates (Photo 10) here, marking the 
lowest elevation I have found it. By 
the way, Ian Swift and Annie Ray 
took 32 genera of cerambycids at 
light along this stretch of road.

Annie and Ian like to stop and beat 
at a pullout at km 178 ( 469 meters 
elevation, 28º 32’ 00.3” N, 109º 23’ 
36.2” W) which is a bit different 
in that the soil is sandy (Photo 
11). Whether or not blacklighting 
would yield bolboceratines remains 
to be seen. Logistically, the middle 
part of Highway 16 is difficult to 
blacklight; it’s a long drive from 
either Hermosillo or Yécora.

Always stop at the giant Ficus 
tree (Photo 12) at km 196 (897 
meters elevation, 28º 29’ 06.7” N, 
109º 21’ 32.0” W). There is now a 
fence barring me from the places I 
used to set my traps. Dung beetles 
can be found here if cattle have 
visited recently, plus Hologymnetis 
cinera. For those of you also 
interested in cerambycids, a big 
blue Plinthocoelium, which keys to 
P. cobaltinum from southern Baja 
California, has been taken flying 
around this tree on more than one 
occasion.

As you meander upward, the thorn 
scrub becomes more complex 
and more interesting. Suddenly, 
before you encounter oaks, you 
will come to a small area of red soil 
and pine trees! This oddity, which 
allows pines to dominate at this low 
elevation, is called a gossan, and is 
described by Wikipedia thusly:

“Gossan is intensely oxidized, 
weathered or decomposed rock, 

Photo 11: Ian Swift in a search mode for cerambycids at 
km 178, an odd place because of the sandy soil.

Photo 10: Phanaeus furiosus Bates can be found at many 
spots along Highway 16.
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usually the upper and exposed 
part of an ore deposit or mineral 
vein. In the classic gossan or 
iron cap all that remains is iron 
oxides and quartz often in the 
form of boxworks, quartz lined 
cavities retaining the shape of 
the dissolved ore minerals. In 
other cases quartz and iron 
oxides, limonite, goethite, and 
jarosite, exist as pseudomorphs 
replacing the pyrite and primary 
ore minerals. Frequently gossans 
[see Photo 13] appears as a red 
stain against the background rock 
and soil due to the abundance of 
oxidized iron and the gossan may 
be a topographic positive area 
due to the abundance of erosion 
resistant quartz and iron oxides.

In the 19th and 20th centuries 
gossans were important guides 
to buried ore deposits used by 
prospectors in their quest for 
metal ores. An experienced 
prospector could read the 
clues in the structure of the 
gossans to determine the type of 
mineralization likely to be found 
below the iron cap.”

I have always wanted to blacklight 
at this first gossan, containing 
the island of pine trees, to see if 
Chrysina lecontei, or perhaps even 
a new species of Chrysina, can be 
found there. One of these days, 
perhaps... Further up the road, you 
will come to additional gossans 
containing oak trees (Photo 13).

We shall continue our trek up 
Highway 16 in the next issue, 
where we will encounter more 
very interesting scarabs.

Photo 13: A small hilltop gossan with the typical red soil 
and oak trees at km 246.

Photo 12: Jacques Rifkind and Chuck Bellamy at the big 
Ficus tree.
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The Forgotten Horned Scarab… and a View of
French Lucanids
by Olivier Décobert

oldec@wanadoo.fr

Remember Scarabs #28? I wanted to show horned scarabs native to my region of Northern 
France. Much later, I realized that I had forgotten a species! The reason was that I had not yet read 
Scarabs #15. Every reader of Scarabs remembers this extraordinary issue (“Scarabs is Back!!!”) 
with the marvelous illustration of Plusiotis…(No!) Chrysina gloriosa submitted by the talented 
David Hawks!

Scarabs #15 also boasts an interesting article by Brett Ratcliffe and Mary Liz Jameson: “The 
Revised Classification for Scarabaeoidea: What the Hell is Going On?” In this classic article 
it was explained that the family Lucanidae was now definitively included in the huge group of 
Scarabaeoidea.

It was at that moment that I understood my terrible omission! I need to correct this mistake and 
this is why I present this new article to show the last, but not the least, horned scarab from the 
North of France: Sinodendron cylindricum (L.) (Photo 1).

Photo 1: Sinodendron cylindricum (L.) (male).

This species looks like a little rhinoceros (size 12-16 mm) but really belongs to the family 
Lucanidae. It is found in the North of France but also in many other parts of my country. I have 
often collected this scarab in the winter, in decaying wood when I was looking for beetles of the 
genus Carabus.

This article is an opportunity to show other Lucanidae I have found in France. The largest is 
Lucanus cervus L. It is also the largest beetle in Europe (it can reach about 90 mm). I once found 
a 77 mm specimen (Photo 2) in the region of Pau, in the South-West of France. It was dead on the 
ground in July and the left mandible was broken, but with some glue, I repaired this insect. Photo 
3 shows a female, and Photo 4 shows another male.
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Photo 2: Lucanus cervus L. (male).                                        Photo 3: Lucanus cervus L. (female).

Photo 4: Lucanus cervus L. (male).
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In July, 2008, I found a head (Photo 5) of a male of Lucanus cervus fabiani Mulsant & Godart 
in the South of France in the Department of Gard. After identifying it, I learned that some 
entomologists think that it could instead be a third species of Lucanus in France. I don’t know 
presently what to think about this point of view, and must find more (and intact) specimens. 
As the reader can see from the photograph, the mandibles are very small compared to typical 
Lucanus cervus and they exhibit a different shape.

Photo 5 – Head of Lucanus cervus fabiani 
Mulsant & Godart (male).

Photo 6 – Drawing found (page 31) in Faune de France – 38 – Coléoptères Scarabéides
By R. Paulian (1941) – Free for non-commercial use.

As can be seen from page 31 of Paulian’s Faune de France – 38 – Coléoptères Scarabéides, (Photo 
6) Lucanus tetraodon Thunberg was at one time thought to be a subspecies of Lucanus cervus. It 
is slightly larger than Lucanus cervus, running between 30 and 50 mm.
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Dorcus parallelipipedus L. (19-32 mm) (Photo 8) can sometimes be very common in decaying 
wood.

Other French lucanids are much smaller. In my northern region, I found Platycerus caraboides 
L. (9-14 mm) which is a colored species, being metallic blue (Photo 7) or green. In the South 
of France exist three other species of Platycerus: caprea De Geer, spinifer Schaufuss, and 
pseudocaprea Paulus. They are very close to P. caraboides and can be differentiated by the size 
and shape of mandibles.

Photo 7 – Platycerus caraboides L.
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Ceruchus chrysomelinus Hochenwart (Photo 9) is a montane lucanid (11-18 mm) which lives in 
cold and humid coniferous forests. Photo 10 depicts the region of Chartreuse (next to the Alps) 
where this insect is found.

Photo 9 – Ceruchus chrysomelinus Hochenwart (pair)                    Photo 10: The Chartreuse Mountains.

I finish with the very tiny (5-7 mm) Aesalus scarabaeoides Panzer (Photo 11), another species that 
I have never collected.

Photo 11 – Drawing found (page 27) in Faune de France – 38 – Coléoptères Scarabéides
By R. Paulian (1941) Free for non-commercial use.
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Bug People V
from the Secret Files of Henry Howden

This photograph was taken in front of Bruce Gill’s vehicle in Québec, Canada. Do you know who 
these two entomologists are? The answer is at the bottom of this page.

Left: One of the chief entomologists at INBio (Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad), Costa Rica, dealing 
with Coleoptera and doing a number of joint papers on dung beetles with the person on the right.

Right: A Costa Rican at E.A.R.T.H. University; interested in Costa Rica biogeography and scarab taxonomy; 
has published on both.

Answers: Ángel Solís, Bert Kohlmann.



Page 13

In Past Years - XXXI - 1986-7
by Henry F. Howden

henry.howden@rogers.com

Although these reminiscences 
are mainly about scarabs, being 
married to a weevil-ologist has its 
advantages. So when Anne received 
an invitation from Charlie and Lois 
O’Brien to come and visit, I was 
included. At that time, the O’Briens 
(Photo 1) lived in Tallahassee, 
Florida. We flew down, arriving 
in Tallahassee in the evening of 
May 13 to find that there had been 
little rain for six weeks. That night, 
a light at Charlie’s house yielded 
one Serica, one Diplotaxis, two 
Phyllophaga, one Cyclocephala, 
one Ataenius and one Odonteus, 
along with a few weevils and 
cerambycids. According to Charlie, 
people watering their yards 
accounted for some of the activity.

The next day we rented a car 
and drove to Gainesville where 
we stayed with Henry and 
Marjory Townes at the American 
Entomological Institute (Photo 
2). We remained in Gainesville 
for three days, collecting in some 
nearby sand hills and visiting the 
Florida State Plant Board with 
their great collection. One evening 
was spent with Ross (Photo 3) and 
Mary Arnett catching up with the 
news. Collecting was good, but 
nothing unexpected was found. 
We did catch one Onthophagus 
polyphemus (Photo 4) east of 
Gainesville flying about 10 AM on 
a hot, sunny day. We also collected 
Mycotrupes (Photo 5) at several 
locations, the main one being just 

west of Archer (Photo 6). At that 
time, the town of Archer consisted 
of a cluster of houses around the 
intersection of two highways with 
a restaurant at the corner. Near the 
corner was a sign saying “Archer, 
the cultural crossroads of Florida”. 
We only experienced the “culture” 
at the restaurant when we were 

Photo 1: From left - Anne, and Charlie and Lois O’Brien 
in Tallahassee, Florida; it was warm!

Photo 2: From left - Henry and Marjory Townes and 
Anne at the American Entomological Institute.
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Photo 3: Ross Arnett at the Institute in Gainesville, 
1986; Ross claimed not to be a string saver!

Photo 4: A Florida land tortoise. Onthophagus 
polyphemus lives in its burrows.

each served our iced tea in a 
quart Mason jar. We enjoyed the 
“culture” since it was a hot day 
and we were very thirsty!

A day later we drove back to 
Tallahassee, overnighted with 
the O’Briens and then drove 
south through heavy rain (the 
first soaking rain in two months) 
to Carrabelle on the Gulf Coast 
where we found a motel near the 
beach. We spent a week exploring 
the area within a forty mile radius, 

finding some places that had not 
recovered from a devastating 
hurricane a year or so before 
(Photo 7). A number of interesting 
tiger beetles were collected along 
different beaches. Both scarab and 
weevil collecting was satisfactory, 
but not very exciting. The one 
interesting (to me) find was a 
Bradycinetulus ferrugineus (Photo 
8) collected near the rest area of St. 
George Island State Park (and yes, 
we did have permits). On May 24 
we returned to the O’Brien’s home 
for the night, the next day driving 
to Auburn, Alabama, to visit Wayne 
Clark (more weevils!). His weevil 
collection was of particular interest 
to Anne and also, I must admit, 
contained some interesting scarabs. 
After two days we returned to 
Tallahassee, turned in our rental 
car and flew back to Ottawa.

The first two weeks of August, 
1986, were spent visiting our 
friends, Ed and Mary Greenwood, 
who then lived in the town of 
Pueblo Nuevo, on the outskirts of 
the city of Oaxaca, México. Since I 
have already written about visiting 
the Greenwoods and collecting 
in the state of Oaxaca (Scarabs 
# 38; In Past Years- XXI - 1979) 
I will mention only a few items 
that might be of some interest. 
Collecting was limited to about 
a 100 mile radius of the city of 
Oaxaca, all were just day trips 
(Photo 9). In the mountains east 
of the city I found a cerambycid 
boring in the base of a living 
madrone tree; I mention this since 
it was the first beetle that I had 
ever found on that type of tree, and 
I had seen that genus (Arbutus) 
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Photo 5: Byrd Dozier helping to excavate some 
Mycotrupes larvae near High Springs, Florida.

Photo 6: Good scarab collecting in sandy areas near 
Archer; the question is - where is the “culture”?

of tree in many places. I also saw 
several rattle snakes, which I did 
not collect. Near Mitla (Photo 10) 
we encountered a relative of our 
black flies which made daytime 
collecting so miserable that we 
did not spend much time in the 
area. Near there the locals told us 
to stay out, apparently because of 
drugs being produced; strangers 
were not welcome! There were 
no outstanding incidents (thank 
goodness) nor really exciting finds. 
Beetles were abundant on flowers 
and we collected some interesting 
Macrodactylus, cetonids and 
buprestids. Our dung traps yielded 
an assortment of Onthophagus and 
other dung beetles, but nothing 
obvious that we hadn’t seen before. 
The Greenwoods, as always, were 
great hosts and we said a reluctant 
farewell when we had to return to 
Ottawa.

At the end of November, Anne and 
I once again traveled to Australia; 
this time for only slightly more 
than a month. As usual, we were 
welcomed by Geoff Holloway, 
who took us to the Australian 
Museum in Sydney. For this trip 
we were particularly interested 
in the genera that contained 
some of the smaller species in the 
Bolboceratini: Australobolbus, 
Bolbobaineus, Gilletinus and 
Stenaspidius. Many of these 
occurred in Queensland and were 
summer (December) active. From 
Sydney we went to Canberra 
for several days to see both the 
CSIRO collection and Ev Britton, 
John Lawrence and other friends. 
Two days were spent driving, 
with occasional stops to collect, 
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Photo 7: The coastal forest after a hurricane; near 
Lanark Village, Florida.

Photo 8: One of the beetles I am always after, 
Bradycinetulus ferrugineus.

to Lansdowne, New South Wales. 
There we visited Geoff Williams 
and family at their heavily-wooded 
property, named “Lorien”, at the 
base of the escarpment (Photo 
11). Geoff had kept examples 
of many species of beetle that 
he found on his property. His 
collection contained a number 
of very rare species, including an 
undescribed Stenaspidius, which 
I subsequently named after him. 
Collecting in the wet forest at 
the base of the escarpment was 
very productive; we paid for this 

by feeding numerous mosquitoes 
which were present because of 
the wet. After two days we bid 
farewell to the Williams and drove 
north for several days, stopping to 
collect on flowering trees or in the 
occasional sandy area. Needless to 
say, we set no records for distances 
covered in a day’s driving. After 
reaching Rockhampton in southern 
Queensland, we drove inland, 
making a brief stop at Edungalba 
to see Ernie Adams who, like 
Geoff Williams, had an excellent 
knowledge of the beetle species 
found on the many square miles 
of his homestead. Ernie had an 
interesting method of keeping 
his collection pest free. His main 
pest was a small ant that enjoyed 
chewing up his mounted specimens. 
To combat this, Ernie placed a 
row of unwanted, unmounted 
dead insects on the windowsills 
of his “bug” room and thus kept 
the ants occupied and away from 
his collection. When asked what 
happened when he went away and 
the “bait” was consumed, his reply 
was that some one else in the family 
would replace them. It seemed to 
work and his collection now safely 
resides in the CSIRO collection at 
Canberra.

After lunch with the Adams, 
we continued on to Emerald. In 
Emerald we visited Peter Allsopp 
and his family and spent some 
time examining his small, but very 
interesting scarab collection which 
included some bolboceratines 
collected locally. The next day 
was spent driving north on the 
inland route (Photos 12, 13, 14) to 
Proserpine and the following day 
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Photo 9: Fourteen km north of San Juan del Estado, 
Oaxaca, at 2,600 m; good geotrupine collecting.

Photo 10: View of valley from 14 km east of Mitla, 
Oaxaca; black flies and drugs, not a welcoming 
combination!

to Cardwell, arriving in the early 
afternoon. We found lodging near 
the coast and then drove on 34 km 
northeast on the Kirrama Road 
(a dirt road, partly maintained 
by a lumber company) to a field 
station where we met Geoff 
Monteith. Geoff was busy setting 
flight interception traps (FITs) 
and feeding the occasional land 
leech (which occur in wet forested 
areas all along the Great Dividing 
Range from northern Queensland 
south to Tasmania). The FITs 
captured a number of undescribed 
bolboceratines in both the wet and 
dry Queensland forests; mostly due 
to the efforts of Geoff.

One night we set up our lights 
on the narrow, dirt, mountain 
road (normally no traffic at night) 
where it ran along a steep forested 
hillside. Initially a moderate number 
of beetles appeared at the lights, 
but then the lights or the beetles 
attracted an unwanted visitor - a so 
called “brown snake” - a ten-foot 
long relative of the King Cobra! 
I took a long pole and managed 
to toss the snake down the steep 
side of the road. Five minutes later 
the snake appeared again. This 
happened twice more before the 
snake was deemed the victor and 
we picked up our lights and left. 
No bolboceratines had come to our 
lights or there might have been a 
different outcome!

The next day we drove on, going 
through Palmerston National 
Park and Atherton on our way to 
Mareeba. There we met Ross Storey 
at the Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI) and briefly went 
over his great collection before 
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going to his home. Ross, whom 
we had known since 1975, housed 
us during our stay in the area 
and frequently went with us to 
introduce us to good collecting 
locations. His knowledge of the 
beetles and where they might be 
found was extensive and without 
his help our trip would have been 
much less productive. Our first 
full day after we were settled, Ross 
took us to meet Allen Walford-
Huggins who lived near Mt. 
Malloy and had a large personal 
scarab collection. Allen’s property 
backed on some good wet forest, 
so we set several traps, dung, 
carrion and one FIT. After lunch 
we drove to and partly up Mt. 
Lewis, where we set more traps. 
We then returned to Mareeba, 
where we met and had dinner with 
Max Moulds. Max was mainly 
interested in cicadas, but later 
collected some rare bolboceratines 
for me. Ross, although severely 
handicapped by a muscular 
disease, led a busy social life and 
was well known and liked in 
Mareeba. I will not try to name all 
of the local entomologists that we 
met while we were with Ross, but 
there were many.

For two weeks we collected in 
a variety of habitats within a 
day’s drive of Mareeba, from 
wet rain forest to dry scrub. 
Both our lights and traps yielded 
numbers of scarabs and the lights 
and FITs collected a number of 
bolboceratines. While running 
a light on the Walford-Huggins 
property we attracted a six foot 
python, which Mrs. Walford-
Huggins promptly dispatched with 

Photo 11: Base of the escarpment at Lansdowne, New 
South Wales; Geoff Williams’ property; great collecting.

Photo 12: The great scenery and road north of Emerald, 
Queensland., in the dry interior only one lane is paved 
with a wide shoulder on each side. On rare occasions, 
if one meets oncoming traffic, put both wheels on the 
passenger side on the shoulder. Should it be a “road 
train” (truck with multiple trailers) get off entirely!
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a blast from a shotgun (thereby 
ruining any chance of preserving 
it as a specimen). She said it had 
been eating her chickens. Later, I 
learned the species was put on the 
endangered species list - and I can 
see why! Few people in Australia 
like snakes; 70% are venomous and 
many are related to cobras! Once I 
suggested that they might import 
a harmless toad-eating snake to 
control the pesky, introduced cane 
toad (Bufo marinus) and was told, 
in no uncertain words, that they 
had enough snakes.

We took a short trip northward 
along the coast to Cape Tribulation. 
We first drove down to Mossman 
and then took a ferry across the 
Daintree River. Along the way 
there were signs (Photo 15) saying 
“Look out for locos” and “Beware 
the crocs”. The last one we easily 
translated but it took a while before 
we realized that “locos” referred to 
the small sugarcane locomotives 
whose tracks often crossed the 
road. The road beyond the Daintree 
was dirt, and frequently muddy, 
narrow and steep; our four wheel 
drive car was definitely needed.

After several hours we reached 
our destination which consisted 
of a very comfortable cabin set in 
a small plot of private land in the 
rain forest (Photo 16) adjacent 
to the beach. Day time collecting 
proved to be slower than expected 
with almost nothing on the sandy 
beach (Photo 17). It looked great 
for swimming, but signs warning 
of “crocs” and the sometimes fatal 
“box jellyfish” spoiled our desire. 
Dung traps did turn up some 

Photo 13: A volcanic plug in the dry country north east 
of Emerald, Queensland; hill topping anyone?

Photo 14: A “bottle tree” is one of the few woody plants 
left standing in the dry country of western Queensland. 
In times of severe drought the tree is cut up and the 
cattle get some water from the inner pulp. Many of 
these trees have already been used for this purpose, 
hence there are few left.
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different species, but the most 
interesting catch was at the battery 
operated black light (Photo 18). An 
hour after dark only a few beetles 
had come to the light and I was 
beginning to wonder why there 
were so few beetles present in such 
a lush environment. While I was 
looking at the sheet the unusual 
lucanid, Phalacrognathus muelleri 
(Macleay) silently appeared at my 
feet. It was a large male (Photo 19). 
The species is considered rare and 
mainly occurs in more montane 
regions. How such a large beetle 
can fly in to a light so quietly 
remains a mystery. After that, I 
considered the night’s collecting a 
success! The next day saw us back 
in Mareeba.

Christmas came two days later 
and it certainly differed from 
Christmas in Canada! About 9 AM 
we drove west about 18 km to the 
DPI Southedge Experiment Station 
where we collected on flowers and 
checked two FITs set up for most 
of the time we were in Mareeba. At 
noon we joined Ross and many of 
his friends, including several from 
the station, for Christmas dinner. 
Tables were set up in the shade of 
some large eucalyptus trees near 
a swimming pool and “Christmas 
dinner” started about 1 PM. Food 
consisted of a large ham, an equally 
large turkey, and side dishes too 
numerous to mention (I can’t 
remember anyway). There was an 
assortment of drinks, with beer 
and wine predominating. Since the 
noon temperature was over 40° C 
(100° F) the liquids vanished at an 
alarming rate. When someone felt 
too hot they took a short dip in the 

Photo 15: If you can read the sign, you will see how 
words are shortened in Aussie land; coastal north 
Queensland near the Daintree crossing.

Photo 16: The forest at Cape Tribulation, Queensland. It 
was difficult to get much of a panoramic view!



Page 21

swimming pool. Some gifts were 
presented, including a large, home-
made cloth dung beetle (Photo 20) 
given to Ross by his many friends, 
along with appropriate comments. 
“Dinner” lasted all afternoon and 
we returned to Mareeba about 
7:30 PM; going to bed that evening 
without supper! Three days later, 
after picking up numerous traps 
that had been set in different 
locations, we reluctantly headed 
south.

We retraced our route along the 
coast, finding several areas quite 
dry, and arrived at Geoff Williams’ 
home on January 3. There we were 
met by Geoff Holloway and his son, 
Andrew. Along with the Holloways, 
we collected near Taree for a day, 
then gradually worked our way 
back to Canberra where we turned 
in the car. Returning to Sydney, 
we spent two days collecting near 
Geoff’s home in Engadine before 
heading back to Ottawa. In all, it 
was a great trip, yielding lots of 
specimens of the smaller species 
in three genera of bolboceratines; 
we also met a number of 
entomologists for the first time. 
We flew without major stops back 
to the Ottawa winter, arriving tired 
and without our luggage, which 
appeared the next day.

Photo 17: The beach at Cape Tribulation, north 
Queensland; swimming was not advised because of the 
salt water “crocs” and the Box Jellyfish!

Photo 18: Black light set up at Cape Tribulation, 
Queensland. Slow collecting, but good though!
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Photo 19: Only one Phalacrognathus mulleri 
came to the light, but still made life interesting; it 
seems to fly without any noise that we could hear; 
the slight dullness is due to having been in the 
fridge before the picture was taken!

Photo 20: Christmas day at Southedge 
Experiment Station near Mareeba, Queensland. 
Ross Story being presented with a large “dung 
beetle”.


