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Book Review - The African Dung Beetle 
Genera (Davis, Frolov & Scholtz)
by Bruce D. Gill
Rancho Uroxys
4032 Stonecrest Road
Woodlawn, Ontario
Canada K0A 3M0
scarab57@xplornet.com

Even the colors of the book’s 
cover are evocative of the sweet 
smell, warmth, and earthen colors 
of fresh excrement. The authors 
spared no expense!

The African Dung Beetle Genera 
by Adrian L.V. Davis, Andrey V. 
Frolov and Clarke H. Scholtz. 
2008. Format 21.5 x 28 cm, 
hardcover, 272 pages including 
36 plates, 100 figures, and 12 
map plates. ISBN 978-1-86919-
244-0. Protea Book House, 
Pretoria, South Africa (www.pro-
teaboekhuis.co.za), price R400 
(about $55).

This book is the first compre-
hensive treatment of the clas-
sification and natural history of 
the Scarabaeine dung beetles 
of Africa. With roughly 44% of 
the world genera and 37% of the 
species, Africa lays claim to the 
world’s largest and most diverse 
fauna of dung beetles. The au-
thors have gathered together all 
of the published information and 
pooled their own 70 plus years of 
field and lab research to produce 
a tome with piles of new infor-
mation. It is richly illustrated 
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Jenn, the author’s personal cultural attaché in Tucson, 
displays her copy of The African Dung Beetle Genera.

with large colour images of 148 
beetles representing 90 of the 101 
currently valid genera, phylogenies 
of many taxa, and maps show-
ing the geographical distribution 
across the continent. The first 40 
pages cover introductory material 
on morphology, breeding behav-
iour, factors influencing activity 
plus local and regional occurrence, 
conservation status and economic 
importance. The rest of the book 
is divided into nine sections, 
each covering the genera within a 
single tribe (Dichotomiini, Co-
prini, Canthonini, Gymnopleurini, 
Scarabaeini, Sisyphini, Onitini, 
Onthophagini, and Oniticellini). 

A description of generic charac-
ters plus distribution and biologi-
cal notes are given for each genus. 
References, a glossary and an index 
round out the volume.

This high-quality publication is ob-
viously the result of a labour of love 
over many years. A great deal of 
attention went into its production 
such that only a few typos man-
aged to escape capture (i.e. - Pseu-
docopris misspelled in the caption 
to Fig. 26; the circle and square 
were reversed for Acanthonitis and 
Janssensellus in Fig. 66). The cor-
rect spelling of Pachylomera (not 
Pachylomerus) was only resolved 
after the book had gone to press (A. 
Davis pers. comm.). The authors 
have spared the readers potential 
frustration by not including a single 
identification key, as they feel the 
current generic keys still need some 
work. And if you have drawers of 
unidentified African Onthophagus, 
you will still need to wrestle with 
d’Orbigny. For everything else, 
there is this book.

For several years prior to publica-
tion, Adrian referred to this project 
as their “coffee table book”. I sug-
gest that they have created a new 
genre, the “cognac table book”. 
For dung beetle biologists, scarab 
collectors, and naturalists of all 
flavours, this is a volume well-
worth fighting over. If you are lucky 
enough to snag a copy, you will 
likely savour it for years or decades 
to come.
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Old Bug Books and Haunts - I
by Barney Streit

At the age of 7 or 8 (1956-1957) 
my father made me an insect net 
because I had nothing to do. My 
lifelong interest in entomology was 
launched. At the same time, my 
mother bought me my first insect 
book: one of the Golden Guides, 
Insects, by Herbert S. Zim, for the 
price of $1.00. Back in those days, 
you could purchase a nice meal for 
$1.00. These Golden Guides were 
not difficult to find; grocery stores 
had racks dedicated to the Golden 
Guides.

It turns out the Herbert Spencer 
Zim (1909-1994) was quite a 
prolific author. He wrote books 
for children on topics as diverse 
as fossils, microscopy, rocks and 
minerals, codes, trees, wildflow-
ers, dinosaurs, navigation, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, national parks of 
the world, seashells, and astronomy.

Zim was born in New York City, 
spent his childhood (to age 14) in 
southern California, but received in 
B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from 
Columbia University in New York 
City. Perhaps this explains why the 
insect species depicted in this book 
seemed to be mostly not found in 
southern California, where I grew 
up. Little did I know the wonderful 
species of scarab beetles and other 
insects that awaited my discovery 
later.

At the beginning of the book there 
is a short section on developing an 
insect collection. Depicted was a 
cigar box of pinned insects. Thus 

The only photograph of Herbert 
S. Zim I could find.
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began my hunt through various drug 
stores and liquor stores in search of 
empty cigar boxes. On a jobsite, my 
father found a few sheets of quality 
corkboard, which I cut to size and 
glued into the bottom of the cigar 
boxes. After I placed some cotton 
in a jar and doused it with Carbona 
cleaning fluid (carbon tetrachloride) 
I had my first kill jar, and I was on 
my way!

Our home was in the middle of 
orange groves in La Verne, Califor-
nia, but there was a large unculti-
vated field directly behind us. This 
turned out to be the source of many 
cool insects, but my collecting was 
limited to daytime activities.

One day my father said he would 
help me find nocturnal insects. 
Without telling me what he had in 
mind, to took me to an auto junk-
yard. He rumaged through the odd 
parts until he found a reflector from 
a headlight. Next we went to a weld-
ing shop where he purchased some 
carbon rods. Once home, he built me 
an arc lamp.

This was totally fun to operate be-
cause it made a sizzling sound, plus 
you needed to keep pushing the car-
bon rods together as they were burnt 
up. Because of its narrow beam, you 
could see the moths coming in, with 
their eyes reflecting golden sparkles 
of light as they crisscrossed through 
the beam of light. Great memories.

Once I learned about blacklights, 
my collecting methods changed. I 
needed to position the light where it 
could be seen from the field behind 
our property. Because there was a 

A recent photograph of my father George Streit - an 
intellectual who engendered my love of entomology and 
science in general.

The horse barn and its tin roof as it looks now.

Trox fascifer LeConte. Insofar as I know, the biology of 
this little scarab is unknown.
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A male and female Polyphylla decemlineata (Say).

wall along the back, I fastened a 
pole on the gable of the garage roof, 
and wired a receptacle just above the 
barn roof. Once I had fashioned an 
old bedsheet to hang from the pole, 
I had my own private blacklight spa 
atop the tin roof of the barn.

I collected a male Polyphylla de-
cemlineata (Say) now and then, but 
probably the rarest scarab I found 
was Trox fascifer LeConte.

When Patricia Vaurie revised the 
genus (A Revision of the Genus 
Trox in North America (Coleoptera, 
Scarabaeidae) Bulletin of the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History, 
Volume 106: Article 1) she saw only 
14 specimens, and listed its range 
from the San Francisco Bay area 
north into British Columbia.

Alan Hardy lists a specimen collect-
ed at blacklight at Big Rock Creek 
Public Camp on July 15, 1966 (The 
Scarab Beetles (Coleoptera: Scara-
baeidae) of the San Gabriel Moun-
tains, California. Master’s Thesis, 
California State College at Long 
Beach, 1966). Jim Saulnier lists a 
specimen from Toll Road Public 
Camp, San Bernardino County, 
California (An Annotated Survey 
of the Scarabaeidae (Coleoptera) 
of Southern California, California 
State Polytechnic College, Pomona, 
1971).

The data for my three specimens 
are: California, Los Angeles County, 
La Verne, 1,200’ elevation, 13-VII-
1963 and 13-VII-1971. California, 
San Bernardino County, San Gabriel 
Mountains, Ice House Canyon, 14-
VII-1987, at misc. street lights.

Jenn holding a copy of Insects open to reveal Phanaeus, 
Xyloryctes, Canthon, Strategus and Dynastes. Photo 
courtesy Bruce D. Gill.
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Notes on Some European Rutelids and Cetonids
by Olivier Décobert

American Chrysina are well known to be among the most impressive and beautiful rutelids in the 
world. In Europa, this group of scarabs is often represented by smaller and much less showy spe-
cies like Anomala (See Scarabs #39) or Anisoplia (See Scarabs #46).

Before exhibiting a more spectacular insect in this group of rutelids, I must discuss the trip on 
which I collected this jewel-beetle of Europa.

Unfortunately, this marvel does not exist in France. To find it, one must travel to southeastern 
Europa, and that is what I did in July 1993. Friul is a region of northeastern Italy which has a 
common frontier with Slovenia (formerly Yugoslavia).

I must admit that my entomological objective was first to find the big carabid Procerus gigas 
Creutz. I had already searched for this giant beetle (up to 6 cm) in Yugoslavia in May 1991 (See 
Scarabs #52) but never found it.

Procerus gigas Creutz. The habitat of Mimela aurata in the region of Gemona, 
northeastern Italy (Friul).
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In the beginning of July 1993, my wife Karine and I started from northern France by car and 
drove about 1,500 km (I didn’t note the exact distance) to reach northeastern Italy, traversing Bel-
gium, Germany, and Austria. We stayed there for 10 days, camping in the little town of Gemona. 
I must say that after much searching, I finished by finding a Procerus gigas but unfortunately it 
was crushed on the road in the area of Tarcento! At least, I was able to confirm that this species 
really existed in this region!

The author in the beautiful landscape of Friul – July 1993. My wife Karine near the 
frontier with ex-Yugoslavia 
(presently Slovenia).

Friul - Frontier with Slovenia.                                                         Friul - Tarcento area.
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Mimela aurata F.

But as a consolation, I met the King of European Rutelids, Mimela aurata Fabricius, flying 
around a little tree near a large river, in the area of Gemona.

This specimen is 22 mm long (this species is the largest European rutelid). It is a female, com-
pletely shiny green, and easy to differentiate from the male, which is bicolored, with a green 
pronotum and violet elytra.

Writing again about rutelids is an opportunity to add some photos of French species left out of 
my preceding articles: Phyllopertha horticola L. is a rutelid to add to scarab species of the dunes 
of northern France (see Scarabs #39) where I find this very common scarab every Spring. Nev-
ertheless, it can be found in many other places in Europa.

The orange form of Hoplia argentea (Poda) is found on Monte Paularo in the Alps Mountains, 
North of Gemona.

I finish with a blue form of Anomala dubia Scopoli. I obtained this specimen by exchanging 
beetles. It was found in the French Alps (Vallouise, 10/VII/1979) and completes the chromatic 
series presented in Scarabs #39.

Phyllopertha horticola. L.                      Hoplia argentea (Poda)                  Anomala dubia Scop. blue form.
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In Scarabs #42, I showed the color diversity in European cetonids. The common Cetonia 
aurata Linnaeus is particularly variable and in June 2009, I caught violet forms in the “Bois 
de Païolive” (see Scarabs #35 & #36 to read more). I also obtained blue forms (from Terni in 
Italy, June 1981) from an Italian entomologist, which completes the incredible variability of 
this scarab.

Cetonia aurata L. violet (Bois de Païolive-France) and blue (Terni-Italia) forms.
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In Past Years - XXXVI - 1991 - Part 2
by Henry F. Howden

henry.howden@rogers.com

Photo 1: Pensión Sulmy, our motel at Tactic, 
Guatemala. Looks good from the outside, but the only 
bathroom was at the far end of the motel and the room 
furnishings were sparse and well worn. At 40 cents per 
night, the price was right!

We had been told that Guatemala 
was a great place for collecting. 
With encouragement from Jack 
Schuster and Chuck MacVean 
from the Universidad del Valle, 
Anne and I, Bruce Gill, and Bob 
Anderson left Ottawa on May 16, 
1991. Once again we had problems 
with our 6-volt batteries. At sev-
eral stops and on different airlines, 
we were told they had to be moved 
from carry-on to checked bags, 
and the reverse at another airport. 
Otherwise, all went well and we 
arrived at the Hotel Plaza in Gua-
temala City about 15 hours after 
our departure from Canada.

The next day we rented two cars 
and visited the Universidad del 
Valle. George and Kay Ball, and 
Danny Shpeley arrived that eve-

ning to join us, only to find that 
the Hotel did not have rooms 
reserved for them! There was some 
event in town and all rooms were 
full, not only at the Plaza, but in 
other nearby hotels. The solution 
reached was to move cots into 
our rooms, with George and Kay 
staying with us and Danny staying 
with Bruce and Bob; cozy! I can’t 
speak for the others, but I slept 
well. We were up by 7 AM, ate and 
left, making sure we had reserva-
tions for the day before we were to 
leave Guatemala.

We were expecting to stay at the 
Posada Montaña del Quetzal, 8 
km south of the town of Purulhá. 
On the drive down we saw many 
racers on bicycles going in the 
same direction. We didn’t consider 
that all the racers and people with 
them had to overnight somewhere. 
When we arrived at the Posada 
we found that there was no room 
for us, despite reservations made 
weeks before. So we drove on, 
finding all nearby lodging full. We 
finally arrived at the small town of 
Tactic and found some really basic 
lodging (Photo 1). It consisted of 
a rather primitive series of motel 
rooms with a single bathroom 
at the end. The beds seemed to 
be old cots with distinctive sags. 
It seemed fairly clean and had a 
secure courtyard for the cars. At 
40 cents for the night, what more 
could one expect? That night we 
collected a few scarabs at the 
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Photo 2: The Posada Montaña del Quetzal near 
Purulhá. A comfortable base for collecting.

street lights and turned in early. 
Oddly enough, I had a good night’s 
sleep, while everyone else didn’t. 
In the afternoon we were happy to 
return to the Posada which, that 
night, was almost empty! Com-
pared to the previous lodging, 
the Posada (Photo 2) was really 
comfortable, with blocks of rooms 
scattered over well treed, spacious 
grounds. A large dining room 
overlooked a swimming pool and 
just across the main road was a 
small patch of second-growth forest 
(Photo 3).

After lunch, we collected locally 
and that night ran our lights near 
the Posada until 10 PM when it 
started to rain. The next day we 
collected on flowering trees and 
scrubs along the main road south 
of Purulhá, taking several species 
of Strigoderma, at least one spe-
cies of Hoplia, and a variety of 
other beetles. That evening we ran 
our lights on the grounds near our 
cabin, collecting Ochodaeus, Phyl-
lophaga, Cyclocephala, and many 
Heterogomphus chevrolati Bur-
meister (Photo 4). The latter were 
so numerous that they became a 
pest at our lights. In the morning, 
birds, particularly the grackles, 
had a great time eating the residue 
from our lights. Often we would 
see the head and pronotum of a H. 
chevrolati trying to walk, the rest 
of the beetle having been eaten by a 
grackle!

For ten days we worked out of 
the Posada (Photo 5), exploring a 
number of localities along the main 
road to Guatemala City and various 
side roads off of the main highway. 

Two flight intercept traps (FITs) 
were set up in the woods across 
the road from the motel, along 
with several dung traps. Daytime 
beating yielded Strigoderma, Ho-
plia, Anomala and an assortment 
of other beetles including several 
species of the weevil genus Pande-
leteius on oak - a genus of interest 
to Anne. While light collecting 
within a few kilometers of the 
motel we were usually swamped 
with H. chevrolati. They were so 
numerous at times that Bruce 
and I tossed them at each other’s 
lights to try to get them off of our 
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Photo 4: Male Heterogomphus chevrolati Burmeister 
were so common around the Posada that it was a pest at 
our lights. (Photo by Jocelyn Gill)

respective sheets - we wound up 
renaming them “Hetero - ob-
noxious”. Obviously the grackles 
hadn’t eaten enough of them.

Until the end of May, we col-
lected mainly between Purulhá, 
Cobán and Chilascó. Much of this 
area was rugged, with the steeper 
slopes usually forested; the re-
mainder was pasture land or plots 
intensely cultivated for flowers 
or other greenery to be shipped 
to U.S. or Canadian flower shops. 
Flowering shrubs or trees near the 
roads attracted many day-flying 
scarabs, some of the common 
genera being Macrodactylus, Ano-
mala and Strigoderma. At night, 
where a road ran above a steep 
forested slope, light traps often 
yielded a number of uncommon 
groups.

One species collected frequently 
on the road to Chilascó and also 
on the road to Cobán at 1700 
-2000 meters, was an undescribed 
Chrysina (Plusiotis), later de-
scribed as P. prototelica by Morón 
and Howden (Photo 6). Other 
genera containing undescribed 
species, mostly Phyllophaga and 
Diplotaxis, were collected at 
the same time and some are still 
awaiting description.

Our FITs set near the motel were 
reasonably productive until some 
local boys decided that they were 
an intrusion in their play area. 
They cut the strings holding the 
nets and took the yellow plastic 
lining the trench under the nets, 
wrapped the plastic around small 
stones and threw them up into 
large trees. We collected the nets 

Photo 3: The second-growth forest across the road from 
the Posada.
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Photo 5: Countryside near the Posada; patches of forest 
were common on many hillsides.

and placed the traps in different 
areas. In all, the FITs collected a 
variety of beetles including Del-
tochilum and several species of 
Onthophagus, at least one of which 
was not collected in our dung traps.

Unexpectedly, Floyd Werner 
(Meloidae) and his daughter Susan 
arrived at the Posada and during 
their stay, we helped them celebrate 
Floyd’s 70th birthday! One day dur-
ing their stay they were stopped by 
bandits near a lake they visited. The 
robbers demanded money and took 
their camera. Fortunately Floyd’s 
daughter spoke fluent Spanish, told 
them she was sorry that they found 
it necessary to rob people and 
asked what they would do with her 
small Kodak camera. They talked 
for a few minutes, took perhaps 
$20 and gave her back the camera! 
Never underestimate the ability of 
a woman to talk you out of some-
thing, especially if she speaks your 
language.

George and Kay Ball and Danny 
Shpeley were with us at the Posada, 
but were rarely seen, carabid collec-
tors being what they are. They often 
went out before us, either look-
ing for marshy areas or trees with 
bromeliads. Over the years, George 
collected a number of species of 
Genuchinus in bromeliads, so I am 
glad he collected in odd places, al-
though he spent a long time getting 
a few scarabs (but many carabids 
- if one wants them). Light trapping 
was not his usual after dinner occu-
pation - not many carabids came to 
light. So if the carabid collectors are 
not mentioned, it is not a deliber-
ate omission, it is because we did 
not see much of them. When we 

Photo 6: Chrysina prototelica (Morón & Howden), 
originally described in Plusiotis. This species was 
collected at light in a number of localities near Cobán. 
(Photo by Jocelyn Gill)
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Photo 7: One of the few times we were all together at 
the Posada - left to right - Henry, Anne, Bob Anderson, 
Bruce Gill, George Ball, and Danny Shpeley. Kay Ball 
took the photograph.

Photo 8: Mountains near La Palmilla west of the Rio 
Hondo. Collecting along the forest margins was very 
productive.

did see them (Photo 7) we enjoyed 
their company.

We spent two weeks collecting in 
various localities within a day’s 
drive of Purulhá (Photo 8) and 
toward the end of our stay there, 
we took a side road from the small 
town of Estancia de la Virgen. In 
town we asked a young girl (in 
our great? Spanish) how to find 
the dirt road going up the nearby 
mountain. She gave us directions 
in perfect English; her mother was 
English! The road was a “road” 
in name only; it went up a river 
bed for about one kilometer, then 
became a muddy dirt tract. We 
were stopped by a locked gate at 
about 2,000 meters elevation in an 
area of pine and oak. We had good 
general collecting and two days 
later returned for an evening of 
light trapping. The lights attracted 
a number of different scarabs, 
including Neoathyreus, Polyphylla 
and Spodistes. It was a good night, 
but we did not have a chance to 
return to the area. It rained hard 
later in the evening and the river 
bed became impassible for our car.

In early June all of us moved to 
the Motel Longarone near Rio 
Hondo which was in a valley with 
much of it in a rain shadow with 
a north-south mountain range 
(Photo 9) on either side. Near our 
motel were patches of thorn scrub, 
much of the vegetation (Photo 
10) composed of species not seen 
at Purulhá. The grounds of the 
motel covered an acre or so and 
had units of two rooms scattered 
among planted flowering bushes or 
trees. A swimming pool was near 

Photo 9: Valley of the Rio Hondo, a north-south barrier 
to some species.
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the dining area and office. Because 
the grounds were watered, there 
was good collecting on the flowers 
and in the swimming pool, which 
acted like a big pitfall trap.

Not only did the grounds attract a 
variety of beetles, it also attracted 
other beetle collectors! In a nearby 
unit we found Jim Wappes and Ed 
Giesbert sorting the day’s catch 
of cerambycids, and arguing over 
who had had the best side of a road 
that they had collected along. We 
saw them only briefly as we went 
different ways - we did not want to 
fall over each other.

As there had been some rain, light 
traps were very productive, attract-
ing many species of scarabs - most 
species being Diplotaxis, Anomala 
and a variety of melolonthines. 
Daytime collecting was less pro-
ductive for scarabs, yielding only 
Euphoria and Strigoderma; wee-
vils, buprestids and cerambycids 
were much more numerous. On 
our second day at Rio Hondo, we 
again collected locally with the 
same results, not anything new 
in the scarab line, but some good 
general collecting. At supper time 
it rained hard; then stopped for an 
hour which enticed us to set our 
lights in nearby scrub. At 9 PM the 
rain started again, so we picked up 
and went back to the motel: our 
catch was a few Phyllophaga. In 
the morning it was still raining, so 
we briefly visited with Wappes and 
Giesbert until about 10 AM when 
the rain stopped. We then left and 
joined the Balls, going to a swampy 
area, leaving them to slosh around 
while we collected along the 

Photo 10: More open type of habitat found near the Rio 
Hondo - good light collecting when it wasn’t raining.

Photo 11: Forest and road above La Unión - a habitat 
that may not last very long!
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roadside. In the afternoon we all 
left and moved to 6 km west of La 
Palmilla where we collected along a 
wet ravine. There, George collected 
two Canthidium in leaf litter, 
which was the only different scarab 
collected that afternoon. Our lights 
were run in the same place that 
evening and attracted many beetles 
- Cyclocephala, Phileurus, Ano-
mala, and Phyllophaga, to mention 
a few.

After a few days in the valley, we 
drove east into the mountains to 
a wet (cloud?) forest about 3 km 
north of La Unión. The forest was 
not extensive, but was very differ-
ent from the other habitats we had 
visited. Because it had taken us 
over an hour and a half to get there 
(the dirt road was not the best - 
Photo 11), we spent the afternoon 
beating and setting traps. Beating 
was great for weevils, less so for 
scarabs, yielding only some cerato-
canthids and Anomala. Log turn-
ing was productive for passalids, 

one of the large native species was 
collected inside an old log (Photo 
12)

We came back to La Uniòn for 
some food, then returned to the 3 
km north of town location to set 
up our lights. Anne and I set up 
our battery-run black light at the 
lower end of the forest while Bruce 
and Bob took the generator and 
MV lights near the high point. Our 
black light made no sound, so at 
dusk we were treated to a variety 
of night sounds: bird calls and a 
variety of insect sounds. The set-
ting with some clouds in the forest 
partly illuminated by our light and 
the night sounds were caught on 
tape, which unfortunately can’t be 
reproduced here. Our light attract-
ed two scarab genera new for the 
trip, Faula and Leucothyreus, along 
with numerous other beetles. We 
all left shortly after 9 PM.

On the dirt road below La Unión 
we were stopped by a large boa 
constrictor which was stretched 
out across the road. The boa had 
recently fed, as it had a large bulge 
near its middle. The snake was 
lucky in two ways: first - we did not 
want to kill it, and second - Bruce 
didn’t have anything large enough 
to hold it! We waited until it had 
crossed the road and disappeared 
up the hillside, then drove on, get-
ting back to our motel at 11 PM.
The next few days were spent pick-
ing up traps; this required driv-Photo 12: One of the large passalids (Proculus 

mniszechi Kaup) that was found at La Unión under a 
log.
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ing back to the Purulhá area and 
elsewhere between there and Rio 
Hondo. One night when it was not 
raining we ran lights on the Chi-
lascó Road, one of the most pro-
ductive sites we found. It was then 
time to return to Guatemala City. 
The next day was spent at the Uni-
versity and doing odd jobs like get-
ting permits to export insects. Two 
free days allowed us to collect in 
some of the high country near the 
city of Antigua Guatemala (Photo 
13) at elevations above 2,000 
meters. While we collected a few 
scarabs, Anne’s weevils predomi-
nated in the oak-pine forest where 
we collected. One night it rained; 
the second night we were able to 
run our lights at a locality known 
as Cerro Alux. At the lights we col-
lected a fine series of Pantodinus 
klugi Burmeister males (Photo 
14); females seem rarely to come 
to lights, and I managed to collect 
only one walking on the ground. 
Bruce, when talking to a nearby 
resident, lucked out; he was given a 
jar full of P. klugi which contained 
a single female among many males. 
This species is interesting because 
the male, while being a trichiine, 
has been described several times as 
a dynastine. Females of the spe-
cies have a vague resemblance to 
females of Osmoderma. That ended 
our collecting for the trip on a sat-
isfactory note.

Photo 13: The city of Antigua Guatemala with a 
volcano in the background. We collected in nearby 
pine-oak forests, but a picture of the city seemed more 
interesting than a picture of some pine trees.

Photo 14: A male Pantodinus klugi Burmeister taken at 
light at Cerro Alux. (Photo by Jocelyn Gill)
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Bug People XI
from the Secret Files of Henry Howden

This person collected Buprestidae for over five decades, as well as many other beetles, and was 
very well liked by buprestid enthusiasts. His collection included many rare scarabs, and was 
meticulously mounted and with good data. He passed away in 2005.

Do you know who this coleopterist (shown with his wife) is? The answer is at the bot-
tom of this page.

Answer: Gayle Nelson.


