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Raleighvallen turned out to be 
a locality for the rare phileurine 
Ceratophileurus lemoulti (Fig. 
1), which is distinctive because 
both sexes are armed with a long 
cephalic horn which, as far as 
I know, is unique amongst the 
phileurines. Although I never col-
lected the species myself, Alain 
Drumont of the Brussels museum 
drew attention to a specimen from 
Raleighvallen, which is the first 
record outside French Guiana 
and is probably an indication that 
faunistically, it is a very interesting 
area (Gillett et al 2010).

I was only back in Paramaribo for 
a couple of weeks before I was off 
again, during which time I had my 
first of two run-ins with the Su-
rinamese health services (in both 
cases I was admirably treated) 
after I slipped on a layer of slimy 
algae and fell on my head, right 
outside my office building! This 

put me out of action for a few days, 
but my next trip took place at the 
end of April and early May, when I 
travelled to Stoneiland, on the edge 
of the Brokopondomeer, just about 
a three-hour drive from the city. 
The Brokopondomeer is one of the 
largest artificial reservoirs in the 
world, named after the Javanese-
born Dutch hydrological engineer 
Willem Johan van Blommestein. 
This reservoir was created by dam-
ming the Suriname river, which 
took place between 1961 and 1964. 
The main purpose of the dam is to 
provide electrical power to bauxite 
processing plants, which dominate 
the economy of Suriname, account-
ing for 15% of GDP (gross domes-
tic product) and 70% of exports. 
The most distinctive feature of the 
artificial lake is the large number 
of standing dead trees jutting out 
from the lake surface, giving a 
somewhat eerie, yet serene feel to 
the place (Fig. 2). The rather famous 

Surinamese Scarabaeological Sojourn - A 
Year in the Amazon, Part 2: March –May 
2009
by Conrad P.D.T. Gillett
National Zoological Collections of Suriname, Paramaribo

Currently: Department of Entomology
The Natural History Museum, London
conradgillett@hotmail.com

http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www.unl.edu/museum/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm
http://www.unl.edu/museum/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm
http://www.unl.edu/museum/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm


Page 2

Brownsberg Nature Reserve, con-
sisting of a 500-meter high large 
jungle-covered hill, overlooks the 
lake and is the best vantage point 
for an impressive view of the res-
ervoir. It would be some months, 
until I would get my opportunity 
to visit Brownsberg.

I joined a small group of scientists 
who were investigating the effects 
of mercury poisoning on local 
inhabitants of the several small vil-
lages near Stoneiland (pronounced 
Stone island). Mercury is used in 
the extraction of gold by illegal 
gold miners and inevitably ends 
up in river systems where it is a 
potent toxin that is progressively 
concentrated up the foodchain, 
such that fish, a staple of many 
locals, can contain high levels of 
the metal. Although I was not 
involved in this research myself, 
I took the opportunity to collect 
around the good quality second-
ary forest surrounding Stoneiland 
(Fig. 3). Putting out all the stan-
dard traps, I was able to collect 
a fairly good number of scarabs, 
including many canthonines such 
as Sylvicanthon candezei, though 
my weak battery powered light 
was quite ineffective at attracting 
many insects, but nevertheless I 
did pick up some common long-
horn beetles at the building lights. 
The most interesting longhorn I 
recorded was Macrodontia cre-
nata, although unfortunately only 
the remains of two dead individu-
als that I found under the bark of 
a large dead standing tree (Fig. 4). 
Although the collecting was not 
brilliant, I was content with this 
reconnaissance trip, having satis-

Figure 1: Male Ceratophileurus lemoulti.

Figure 2: View of the Brokopondomeer from Stoneiland.



Page 3

fied myself that Stoneiland would 
be a good base for future trips as 
the accommodation was basic but 
fairly comfortable and cheap;  it 
was even possible to buy a cold 
beer in the evening, which is al-
ways an advantage! The many par-
rots (Fig. 5) kept by the staff also 
offered a constant raucous source 
of amusement!

My third field trip took place in 
the beginning of May and saw 
me joining a gold mine to help 
out with environmental impact 
assessments in the surrounding 
savannah and savannah-forest. 
Although I have already men-
tioned that most of the country 
is blanketed in dense primary 
and secondary rainforest, sig-
nificant sections of the territory, 
particularly along a narrow band 
parallel to the coast and about 50 
km inland, are covered in what is 
locally called savannah-forest and 
savannah. These are open areas on 
very sandy soil, but with extensive 
pockets of forest scattered about. 

One such area in Brokopondo 
district is the Rosebel gold mine 
(approximately 5° 4’N; 55° 09’W), a 
Canadian operation in a savannah 
area. As part of the mine’s legal 
requirements for being granted a 
concession from the Surinamese 
government, regular monitoring of 
the environment is obligatory. One 
focal taxon for this purpose is the 
Scarabaeinae dung beetles, and I 
was there on a reconnaissance trip 
to get a feel for the habitats and 
terrain, as well as an idea of the 
dung beetle fauna, which had pre-
viously been monitored in 2008. 

Figure 3: Forested area at Stoneiland.

The gold mine is a vast operation, 
and befitting such a sensitive and 
logistically difficult situation, se-
curity was tight (gunpoint checks 
in and out of the mine) and I had 
to pass a health and safety exam, 
which I amusingly did on my first 
attempt, although two Canadian 
mining students failed and had to 
resit theirs! I was rewarded with 
a gold mine identification badge 
that would allow me to conduct 
my work. This was to be the only 
official identification I ever pos-
sessed in Suriname apart from 
my own passports!
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Figure 4: Elytra of Macrodontia crenata (Cerambycidae; 
Prioninae).

Figure 5: Parrots at Stoneiland.

The savannah-forest area (Figs. 6 
and 7) proved to be very interest-
ing from a scarab point of view. 
Although most of the dung beetles 
were the same species I had en-
countered previously (Fig. 8), I was 
amazed to spot no less than eight 
different species of perching Scara-
baeinae in a very small section of 
forest, these included species in 
the genera Ateuchus, Anomiopus, 
Canthon and Canthidium (Fig. 9). 
I placed some dung-baited traps in 
open savannah, hoping to collect 
savannah specialists. I was re-
warded with an as yet unidentified 
species of Canthon and Pseudo-
canthon xanthurus, both exclusive 
to the open areas, and apparently 
amounting to the entirety of the 
dung beetle diversity there. As ever, 
I placed fermenting banana bottle 
traps on tree branches and, in what 
I did not know yet at the time, was 
to be the start of a futile search 
for Gymnetis in Suriname! I did 
however collect the ever-present 
Hoplopyga liturata (Fig. 10) – per-
haps the scourge of the cetoniine 
collector in the Neotropics!

Along the sandy paths of the forest 
patches, tiger beetles ran and flew 
about with abandon. Most would 
fly into foliage when disturbed, and 
after I had netted a few, I could see 
that they belonged to the partly-
arboreal genus Odontocheila (Fig. 
11). There were at least two, if not 
more species present there, all 
along a short stretch of track.

Back at the gold mine area, each 
evening after a hearty dinner eaten 
in a massive canteen designed to 
efficiently feed thousands of work-
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Figure 6: Savannah area at Rosebel.

Figure 7: Savannah-forest area at Rosebel.

ers, I would venture out to the 
football field nearby. Not because 
I was interested in the exploits on 
the pitch, but rather I was attracted 
by the insect activity around the 
floodlights! As it happened, the 
season was not the best for light 
collecting, and only a few scarabs 
were seen, including the phileurine 
Homophileurus quadritubercula-
tus, the oryctine Strategus surina-
mensis and a few Passalidae (Fig. 
12). However, there was evidence, 
that, in the right season, the lights 
in the area attracted large numbers 
of scarabs. One evening I went up 
to one of the powerful set of lights 
illuminating the open cast mine 
(yes, the mine is worked 24 hours a 
day)(Fig. 13) and though I found no 
live beetles, there were wing cases 
and other remains of countless Dy-
nastinae, including those belonging 
to Megasoma actaeon, Strategus 
aloeus, Stenocrates, Tomarus and 
Oxyligyrus.

The savannah-forest backed di-
rectly onto the mine area and I 
was surprised to see evidence of 
animals right on the edge of the 
forest. This included spotting a few 
black bearded sakis, Chiropotes 
chiropotes, a critically endangered 
monkey from Eastern Amazonia, 
just a few metres from our ac-
commodation blocks. One day I 
also followed a long trail of jaguar 
tracks in the sand, all the way to the 
edge of the forest and the start of 
the mine. Judging by the fact there 
were two differently sized set of 
tracks, side by side, it was probably 
a mother and her cub that had left 
the prints, which in turn had left 

Figure 8: Pitfall trap containing Oxysternon festivum, 
Phanaeus chalcomelas, Hansreia affinis, Canthon, Can-
thidium, Onthophagus, Ateuchus etc.
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Figure 9: Leaf-perching Canthidium.

Figure 10: Hoplopyga liturata in a banana trap.

Figure 11: Odontocheila sp. (Cicindelidae).

their pensive mark on me.

Back in Paramaribo, after driving 
along the dusty Afobakaweg (Fig. 
14), which was at that time just 
starting to receive an asphalt coat-
ing by an enormous army of Chi-
nese road workers, I received the 
rather good news that I had been 
awarded a small grant from the 
Denver Museum of Nature (with 
assistance from Frank Krell) to 
undertake fieldwork and research 
in Suriname. This would partially 
pay for a few trips over the next 
few months and greatly help in the 
inventorying of scarab beetles in 
the country.

But for the moment at least, those 
horned behemoths, Megaphanaeus 
eluded me...

To be continued...
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Figure 12: Passalidae sp. (left) and Homophileurus 
quadrituberculatus (right).

Figure 13: Powerful lights illuminating the open cast 
gold mine.

Figure 14: The Afobakaweg, one of the main roads in 
Suriname.
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Old Bug Books and Haunts- III
by Barney Streit

When my two sisters and I were 
quite young, we got to stay at my 
paternal grandparents. This was al-
ways something we looked forward 
to, since grandpas and grandmas 
the world over are well known for 
spoiling their grandkids.

Grandma subscribed to The Na-
tional Geographic Magazine. This 
made me sure she was very special, 
because you needed to be invited in 
order to join the Society. One day, 
the famous May, 1959 issue arrived, 
with the article “Giant Insects of 
the Amazon.” As doubtless every-
one already knows, this was written 

by Dr. Paul A. Zahl, and featured 
his quest for the giant cerambycid 
Titanus giganteus. There were also 
photographs of Megasoma acteon.

By this time I had already read 
other articles by Dr. Zahl, and I 
looked upon him with wonder-
ment and admiration. What a neat 
job he had!

It turns out that Paul Arthur Zahl 
was an incredible biologist, ex-
plorer, photographer and writer 
on natural science. He passed 
away in 1985 after a long illness. 
He was 75 years old and lived in 
Cos Cob, Connecticut.

Dr. Zahl, who earned his doctor-
ate in experimental biology at 

Laurel holding the May, 1959 issue opened to the 
pages devoted to Megasoma actaeon. That is Paul 
Zahl above her left hand. Photograph courtesy Bill 
Warner.

Dr. Zahl was an expert of self 
portraiture. Here he is examining 
new growth on a redwood tree. 
He discovered a 367 foat (nearly 
112 meters) tall redwood.



Page 9

Harvard University in 1936, be-
came noted as a cancer researcher 
while he was associated with the 
Haskin Laboratory, but increas-
ingly devoted his time to explor-
ing the world’s jungles and rain 
forests.

He recounted his exploits in his 
articles and books, which included 
To the Lost World (1939), Fla-
mingo Hunt, and Coro-Coro: The 
World of the Scarlet Ibis.

From 1958 to 1975, Dr. Zahl was 
senior scientist of the National 
Geographic Society, to whose 
magazine he contributed many ar-
ticles and photographs. His most 
important scientific discoveries 
included locating two waterfalls 
believed to be the highest in the 
world at that time.

He was a native of Bensenville, 
Illinois, and an honors graduate of 
North Central College in Naper-
ville, Illinois.
 *          *          *          *          *          *
My grandparent’s home was close 
to downtown Pomona, almost 
directly south of our home in La 
Verne. This quiet area had long 
been devoid of any native plants.

One fine evening in June, I set 
out a white sheet and my first 
blacklight on the front lawn of 
my grandparent’s house. As it got 
dark, a few scarabs flew in of a 
species I had never seen before. I 
found out you could collect addi-
tional specimens under the lights 
of front porches of the neighbor-
ing homes.

Dr. Zahl collecting in the Brazilian Amazon. This image 
is from the May, 1959 issue of The National Geographic 
Magazine. The two images of Dr. Zahl are reproduced 
here courtesy of The National Geographic Society.

My grandparent’s home on the left. Could a very desire-
able scarab be found here?

A few blocks away is Washington Park.
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Years later, Alan Hardy published 
“Revisions of Thyce LeConte and 
Related Genera (Coleoptera: Scara-
baeidae)” (Hardy, Alan R. State of 
California Department of Food and 
Agriculture Occasional Papers No. 
20: 1-47, 1974. In this paper Alan 
erected a new genus called Para-
thyce consisting of six species.

Now I was able to identify these 
beetles. They were Parathyce (now 
known as Amblonoxia) riversi 
(Casey). It is a fairly common scar-
ab. Alan examined 356 specimens, 
which were all males; the female 
was unknown.

All my specimens of A. riversi were 
males too. So I returned to the area 
with my trusty Coleman lantern. 
After collecting males under the 
lights, I spotted two females. They 
were on the edge of a lawn, sitting 
atop their burrows, and barely no-
ticeable. Not only are these scarabs 
the color of dirt, but they were 
covered with dirt as well.

Quite sometime after that, I re-
turned with Ron “Chainsaw” Alten. 
We collected a couple more females 
in Washington Park. The advantage 
to collecting here is that you can 
see better: there is a lot more bare 
ground. Second, you are not tres-
passing on a homeowner’s property.

Another species of Amblonoxia has 
been collected at Chino in southern 
Pomona Valley, where Editor Rich 
makes his home. This is Amblonox-
ia carpenteri (LeConte). I only col-
lected it once, getting several males 
under miscellaneous street lights. 
The data for these specimens are: 
USA: California, Riverside County, 
junction Highway 74 and Fairview, 
near Hemet, 14-VI-1987.

To summarize, Pomona Valley has 
three species of Amblonoxia: A. 
palpalis (discussed in the last is-
sue) along its north rim; A. riversi 
at lower elevations further to the 
south, in the center of the valley; 

Specimens of Amblonoxia riversi (Casey), all collected 
from along Alvarado Street and Washington Park in Po-
mona, California. The top row are females.

Two males of Amblonoxia carpenteri (LeConte).
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Two males (top) and two females (bottom) of Amblo-
noxia fieldi (Fall).

Mountain Center in the San Jacinto Mountains.

and A. carpenteri in the south. It 
appears as though both A. palpalis 
and A. riversi feed on grass. Perhaps 
A. carpenteri does too, but I did not 
collect enough specimens to know 
for sure. Hardy examined 252 males 
and only 35 females for this paper. 
From this it would appear that 
females do occasionally do come to 
light.

Another species, Amblonoxia fieldi 
(Fall) is found in the San Jacinto 
Mountains of California. Its distri-
bution extends south through San 
Diego County and into México.

The data for the specimens I col-
lected are: USA: California, Riv-
erside County, San Jacinto Moun-
tains, Mountain Center, 4,444 feet 
elevation, 20-VII-1982, taken at 
misc. street lights. Additional speci-
mens were collected at Lake Hemet 
and Garner Valley (4,800 feet eleva-
tion). I was lucky to collect a few 
females that evening. Hardy studied 
169 males and only 14 females of A. 
fieldi, so here is yet another species 
with females that are reluctant to 
fly.

For the sake of completeness, I 
should mention that I once col-
lected two males of a related genus, 
Thyce deserta Hardy. Alan named 
this species from a type series of 16 
males and three females.

The data on my specimens are: 
USA: California, Riverside County, 
Mecca, -189 feet elevation, 30-V-
1982, taken under mercury vapor 
lights. Both males were sitting 
under one light on an unpaved 
intersection on the east edge of the 



Page 12

Thyce deserta Hardy male from Mecca, California.

town, which is below sea level. 
Mecca is situated in Coachella 
Valley.

Returning to the Jacinto Moun-
tains, I must mention the rain 
beetle Pleocoma australis Fall 
which ranges south into San Diego 
County. Back in the late 1960’s, 
Mountain Center was the place to 
collect this beetle. Its population 
has been seriously overcollected. 
One collector, who shall go un-
named, took over 800 males in 
one night!

Lake Hemet in the San Jacinto Mountains, California.

Pleocoma australis has a consid-
erable range in the San Jacinto 
Mountains. Just about any place 
with pine tress has this species. 
If you take Highway 74 east, you 
will go over Keen Summit, then 
descend down to Lake Hemet and 
Hurkey Creek. Going further into 
Garner Valley, you will come to 
Thomas Mountain Settlement. 
This is as far east as I have col-
lected this species.

On October 28, 1974, there was 
a particularly heavy flight of P. 
australis. I drove home by tak-
ing Highway 74 west, descending 
down to Hemet. It was in ribbon-

A typical male Pleocoma australis 
as it might appear in flight.
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wood habitat, after I had left the 
pine trees, that a male flew into 
my car headlights. This was at a 
big bend in the road just west of 
mile marker 56.72. I stopped and 
set out a blacklight, but no addi-
tional males came to visit.

Mr. Pleocoma, the late Frank 
Hovore, thought the male had 
been carried down the hill on the 
grill of a vehicle. This hypothesis 
may well not be true in light of 
more recent collecting. Ron Alten 
and Delbert LaRue have collected 
P. australis at very low elevations 
on the southern-facing slopes of 
the San Gabriel Mountains, al-
most down to the floor of Pomona 
Valley.

This population in the San Jacinto 
Mountains evidently will not fly 
on the first rain, unless the first 
rain is around the middle of Oc-
tober or later. I have seen flights 
begin in the early afternoon, and 
increase in intensity as it got dark. 
It will also fly in the middle of the 
night.

Frank Hovore believed P. punc-
ticollis Rivers, P. australis and 
P. bicolor Linsley to be basically 
color variations of the same spe-
cies. What is interesting about this 
genus is that different populations 
of the same “species” can have 
radically different preferences for 
when to fly.

Areas where there are records for 
both P. australis and P. puncticol-
lis, such as Julian in San Diego 
County, are also interesting. Per-
haps Ron McReak can cover this 
very topic in a forthcoming issue.

A typical male and female of Pleocoma australis.

At first glance, this looks like several species of rain 
beetles. However, they are simply odd color variations 
of Pleocoma australis. The specimen at the lower left is 
unusual for its dark hair.
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In Past Years - XXXVIII - 1993
by Henry F. Howden

henry.howden@rogers.com

Photo 1: A few of the attendees at the meeting at the 
Posada Montaña del Quetzal.

On June 1, 1993, Anne, Bruce Gill, 
Milt Campbell and I left Ottawa 
for Guatemala City. Usually, when 
traveling with Bruce, something 
happens before we reach our desti-
nation; perhaps it was the presence 
of Milt, but all went smoothly. The 
reason for the trip was twofold. 
Bruce and I would first attend a 
meeting of the “Reunion of Latin 
American Scarab Workers” (RE-
LAS) until June 6, then we would 
join Anne and Milt for full-time 
collecting.

Bruce and I spent two days in 
Guatemala City attending the 
meetings held at the Universidad 
del Valle. Anne and Milt spent the 
time collecting in high forested 
localities near the city in a car we 
rented for our time in Guatemala. 
The meetings were very well at-
tended. Jack Schuster, Professor 

at the University and one of the 
organizers, served as translator 
when necessary, since papers were 
presented in either Spanish or 
English. Not everyone was bilin-
gual and those that weren’t needed 
Jack’s help. Humor was injected 
when Jack forgot which language 
he was translating and repeated 
a statement in the same language 
in which it was given. That didn’t 
happen often, but frequently 
enough to keep the audience 
awake! At other times we looked 
over the University’s collection, 
everyone naming species in groups 
they knew. Then there was the 
mandatory reception with Jack, a 
skilled musician, furnishing some 
of the entertainment.

After two days, those that hadn’t 
rented cars were loaded onto a 
bus and the meeting shifted to the 
Posada Montaña del Quetzal near 
Purulha, a place we had visited two 
years before. We went in our rent-
ed car, Bruce driving, with me in 
the passenger seat next to him. It 
was a hot day, so all windows were 
open and my right arm was partly 
out of the window. At one place 
there were many cows on and near 
the road. You can guess what hap-
pened - the car went through one 
of the fresh dung pads and my arm 
was plastered with dung. Bruce 
claimed that he did it on purpose, 
I claimed he was a poor driver 
and could not avoid the mess; one 
way or another, the results were a 
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Photo 2: Isonychus ocellatus, one of several species 
collected at or near the Posada. Photo by Jocelyn Gill.

sloppy arm. [Bruce replies: Anne 
had been telling Henry to bring his 
arm in, and roll up his window. I 
spied a particularly large cow pie on 
the road and figured this might give 
him some incentive to comply with 
Anne’s request].

The rest of our trip was unevent-
ful and we arrived at the Posada in 
time for lunch. This time there was 
no problem getting our room in a 
cabin. Bruce and I went to more 
meetings (Photo 1) while Anne 
and Milt went bush bashing. In the 
evening we set our lights near the 
cabin, attracting about 12 species of 
scarabs, including Isonychus ocel-
latus (Photo 2) and an old “friend” 
Heterogomphus chevrolati. I was 
surprised that we collected as much 
as we did, since at 8:30 PM a full 
moon appeared, an event that never 
seems to assist collecting at lights. 
The meeting continued the next 
day. The same day, Anne and Milt 
needed to have the non-functional 
car battery fixed before they could 
go collecting. The following morn-
ing, with the meeting over, the 
main group returned to Guatemala 
City by bus (Photo 3), leaving us 
free to collect.

During the day we collected near 
Purulha and in the evening ran 
our lights in a forested area on the 
Chilasco Road. We collected only 
one species not taken before, an 
Anomala, but others were welcome: 
Phyllophaga, Diplotaxis, Cyclo-
cephala, Chrysina, Isonychus and 
several other genera. It was a good 
night which ended in a hard rain 
about 10 PM. The following day 
we moved to the Motel Longarone 

Photo 3: Group departing in their bus from the Posada 
after the meeting.

near Rio Hondo, a place we had 
visited previously in 1991. We ar-
rived about 11 AM and as soon as 
we were sure of our lodging, Bruce 
and Milt drove to Guatemala 
City to get some needed permits 
and permission to visit a marble 
mine. Anne and I collected near 
the motel, did some much needed 
laundry that could have been used 
for bait, and took a few pictures. 
Milt and Bruce returned in time 
for dinner and we set our lights in 
a nearby scrub forest. It was very 
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dry and not much came to our 
lights, perhaps three species of 
Phyllophaga, several tenebrionids 
and the ever-present ants. The 
next place visited was La Union, 
and we collected near the town all 
afternoon, finding the area gener-
ally dry. We collected a Euphoria 
that we hadn’t seen that trip, along 
with a variety of cerambycids and 
several buprestids. That night we 
drove 3 km south of town, up a 
very bad, steep dirt track to an 
elevation of about 1,400 meters 
(Photo 4). The area consisted of a 
small patch of moderately damp 
cloud forest, and our lights were 
set up along the road through the 
forest (Photo 5). From 6:30 to 9:00 
PM the lights attracted - Chrysina, 
Xyloryctes, Cyclocephala, Dyscine-
tus, Isonychus, Anomala, Stratae-
gus, and many species of Phyl-
lophaga. It was a good night, but a 
long drive back to our motel, and 
since we had forgotten supper, we 
were hungry!

One day was spent collecting lo-
cally. The following day we drove 
about 20 km to the San Lorenzo 
Road which went from the valley 
up into the Sierra de Las Minas. 
The first part of the road (Photo 
6) wound through relatively low 
hills with patches of forest. In 
one rather steep forested place 
we noted several two-quart plas-
tic bottles hung in the trees. We 
recognized these as fruit traps, 
dry, but containing some dead 
cetonids and cerambycids, some 
worth keeping. As we had some 
new bait on hand, we cleaned out 
the traps and refilled them. Later 
we learned that the traps had been 

Photo 6: Milt Campbell taking a picture at the lower 
end of the San Lorenzo road. Note that the road was 
fairly wide and level.

Photo 4: A cut log left too long in the wet forest above 
La Union. A cross section might be used for a sieve!

Photo 5: One of our lighting places above La Union in 
the wet forest. Photo by Bruce Gill.
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Photo 7: Several of the “cabins” belonging to the hotel 
at the base of the Cerro San Gil.

Photo 8: The forest near the summit of the Cerro San 
Gil.

left by Bill Warner, who just hadn’t 
had the time to pick them up. So, 
his loss was our gain. Thanks, Bill.

The following day we moved to the 
coastal area near Puerto Barrios, 
found an inexpensive motel and 
then went to collect on Cerro San 
Gil (I am not sure whether some of 
my labels have the spelling “Gill” 
- if so, blame it on Bruce). At the 
base of the Cerro was a very plush 
hotel with cabins (Photo 7) at the 
edge of thick lowland forest. We in-
quired about rates and they told us 
they would rent us the rooms at a 
special low rate, but other charges, 
such as meals, put the place well 
beyond our budget! Near the hotel, 
there was a narrow dirt road to the 
top of Cerro San Gil (Photo 8), and 
we collected along it during the 
remainder of the day. Lights were 
set in a cleared area near the base 
of the hill (not really a mountain). 
No rain for the last week made 
the locale fairly dry and not much 
came to light except common Cy-
clocephala and Dyscinetus. Bruce 
collected one, slightly flattened, 
green ruteline (Pelidnota velutipes) 
under his ground sheet, which was 
the catch of the evening (Photo 9). 
We collected on the Cerro (eleva-
tion 900 meters) for the next two 
days. There was a hard rain dur-
ing the first night of our stay and 
collecting improved dramatically. 
Most of the species we collected 
we had seen from other localities, 
but we did collect a Cryptocanthon, 
which was not seen elsewhere, in 
some leaf litter.

After two days at Puerto Barrios we 
returned to the Motel Longarone, 
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arriving at noon. That afternoon 
we returned to the San Lorenzo 
road, emptied and reset the fruit 
traps which contained five species 
of cetonids, along with a number 
of cerambycids and other beetles. 
About four kilometers farther up 
the road we set up another four 
fruit traps and then spent several 
hours collecting (Photo 10) near 
the road. Since it had rained in 
the valley, we set our lights near 
the motel that evening, collect-
ing about 20 species of scarabs 
and many cerambycids. We then 
revisited La Union, but only added 
more specimens to species already 
harvested. Back to the San Loren-
zo road, where, to reach the upper 
end, one had to pass through a 
guarded gate (permission ob-
tained in Guatemala City), the 
road ending just above a marble 
quarry, elevation about 6,000 feet 
(Photo 11). The gate prevented 
any traffic when the marble trucks 
were using the narrow dirt road 
(Photo 12); as it was we still saw 
the remains of a truck and its 
load near a sharp curve on the 
mountain side. At the top of the 
ridge a few different scarabs were 
collected, mainly aphodiines and 
a Copris. Different weevils made 
Anne happy, and Bruce spent 
several hours demolishing a dead 
stump, getting both adults and 
larvae of some of the beetles he 
wanted. Milt spent the day bush 
bashing (= beating) and looking 
for his pet alleculids. We spent 
one more day near the Rio Hondo, 
then returned for two days to the 
Posada near Purulha.

Photo 9: A non-flattened example of Pelidnota 
velutipes. The flattened one did not make a good 
picture. Photo by Jocelyn Gill.

Photo 10: Along the San Lorenzo road before the gate; 
note the beating sheet on the ground. A botanist friend, 
Professor Jack Sharp, of the University of Tennessee, 
saw Anne beating and said he had just seen a new 
disease of plants.
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Photo 11: The marble quarry near the top of the ridge.

Photo 12: A pull-off where we stopped to collect along 
the narrow road below the marble quarry.

We then drove back through Gua-
temala City to a small motel near 
Ixpaco named Los Esclavos at the 
edge of the volcanic range that ex-
tends down the Pacific side of Cen-
tral America. We were warned that 
there were some areas we should 
avoid because the locals were 
most unfriendly. When we drove 
into the mountains (Photo 13) 
that afternoon we found the locals 
surly, to say the least. When asked 
directions, we were answered with 
scowls or what seemed to be nasty 
remarks which we did not try to 
translate. In a non-populated area 
at an elevation of 4,300 feet, we set 
out our lights, but the surly people 
(or insecticide) had influenced the 
insects and we collected very little 
that night - three species of Phyl-
lophaga and a few cerambycids. 
We happily returned to our motel 
without incident.

The next morning we decided to 
visit a rare patch of Pacific coast 
forest which was located at a place 
called “Auto Safari Chapin”, 17 km 
west of Taxisco. The reason for the 
forest survival was that it had been 
used as a shelter for a number of 
exotic African animals and served 
as a drive-through zoo (Photo 14) 
for that part of Guatemala. There 
was no problem getting permission 
to collect and three hours of beat-
ing yielded weevils and a few cera-
tocanthids, one Leucothyreus and 
a Canthon sitting on a leaf. In the 
early afternoon the heat, humidity 
and hordes of mosquitoes gave us 
a reason to leave and return to our 
motel.

Since we had not found a good 
place to run our lights, we went to 
the closest spot with some trees, 
mostly coffee, on a steep hillside, 
and a large, flat pull-off two km 
south of Los Esclavos. One never 
knows, but in that disturbed, 
scruffy looking area we had some 
of the best light collecting of the 
trip: Tomarus, Cyclocephala, Spo-
distes, Anomala, Pelidnota, Phyl-
lophaga, Diplotaxis, Dichotomius, 
Ataenius, Neoathyreus, Bolbolas-



Page 20

mus and several ceratocanthids, 
plus many other beetles, all came 
to our lights by 9:15 PM when 
it started to rain. It was a great 
evening of collecting, but unfortu-
nately close to the end of our trip. 
We returned to Guatemala City the 
next day. That evening we drove to 
Cerro Alux, but just as we had our 
lights running it started to rain. In 
the few minutes before we picked 
up our lights, we collected three 
Pantodinus and four Viridimicus 
which seemed to fly most com-
monly in the rain. One day was 
spent in Guatemala City and the 
next day, after some long delays at 
airports, we arrived back in Ottawa 
at 1:15 AM.

In mid July there was a field trip 
for members of the Coleopterists 
Society sponsored by members 
from Texas A. & M. and orga-
nized largely by Ed Riley. The place 
selected was Piney Woods Conser-
vation Center, an area of interest 
in eastern Texas. It had excellent 
guest rooms and a great mess-hall 
that served three meals a day. Anne 
and I flew to College Station via 
Houston on July 15, 1993. We were 
met by Ed, who saw us settled in 
a motel, then took us to see the 
collection at the University. In the 
evening we went to Ed’s home to 
see his impressive collection. The 
following day was spent at the 
University and in the early evening 
we were taken to a sandy local-
ity five miles north of Flynn, Leon 
County. Unfortunately I had only 
a camcorder with me for the trip 
and cannot find the tape, hence, no 
pictures for the entire trip. We had 
good collecting in the Flynn area, 

Photo 13: Mountains not too far from Guatemala City 
where we did not seem to be welcome.

Photo 14: Auto Safari Chapin, lowland forest with some 
odd fauna; we did not check their dung.
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the best scarab catch consisting of 
a series of Hypothyce mixta How-
den (Photo 15).

The next day we moved to the 
Piney Woods Conservation Cen-
ter, about 25 km northwest Jasper, 
Texas. The buildings were situated 
around a small lake. There was 
a long, low building on one side 
containing a row of rooms where 
we stayed. There was a small bridge 
over the lake leading to several 
other buildings including the mess 
(it was when we finished eating) 
hall. There was a mixed forest, 
predominately pines, surround-
ing the area. Collecting was fair 
as it was moderately dry and late 
in the season. I did get one spe-
cies of Phyllophaga that I had not 
collected before, as well as some 
other beetles that I was glad to get. 
The most interesting part, at least 
to me, was the number of foot-long 
copperhead snakes that were in the 
area. When we ran our black light, 
several were seen near our sheet, 
so we had to be careful. They were 
worth talking about, but none of us 
had any real problems with them. If 
there had been more of us it might 
have been different. Only Barry 
and Buena Valentine and Anne and 
I were out of state, the remainder 
of a fairly large group were all from 
Texas, I think.

On our first night, at 1:30 AM, 
we were all aroused by the fire 
alarm going off. We all gathered 
on the porch of the building, but 
there was no obvious fire! A staff 
member shortly appeared and 
finally opened the alarm box; the 

Photo 15: Hypothyce mixta Howden, a species or 
complex of sibling species occurring in sand, treed 
habitats in eastern Texas. Photo by Jocelyn Gill.

fire alarm immediately turned off. 
No one could deduce the reason 
for activating the alarm, so we all 
went back to bed. The next night 
the same thing happened again, but 
earlier. It was some time before the 
alarm was turned off; no one was 
happy and the alarm company was 
called in the next day. It took most 
of the day before they finally figured 
out that a spider was spinning a web 
over a sensor in the main control 
box and thus setting off the alarm! 
Perhaps an invertebrate bothering a 
bunch of entomologists was only a 
type of justice.

The meeting lasted for four days, 
and two days later we returned to 
Ottawa. It was a great meeting; we 
just wish that more people had been 
able to attend.
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Bug People XIII
from the Secret Files of Henry Howden

He worked on cerambycids, including many exotics, and lived in Texas. His main inter-
est was twig girdlers. He wrote The Meloidae (Coleoptera) of Texas (1952), Cerambyci-
dae of the Fiji Islands (1976), and together they penned the two-volume set A Manual 
of Common Beetles of Eastern North America (1972), which contained 80 plates and 544 
figures.

Do you know these two entomologists, who were a husband and wife team? The an-
swer is at the bottom of this page.

Answer: Lawrence S. (Larry) Dillon and Elizabeth S. Dillon.


