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AX AL KLAFCK, LZWQ OADD UGEW.

My name is Shinya Kawai (Photo 1). I live in Tokyo, Japan, and have 
been a scarab fan for more than 40 years. I am the secretary of the Japa-
nese Society of Scarabaeoidology, and shall try to introduce our society 
along with some history of Japanese scarabaeoidology. I also want to 
introduce past Japanese scarab workers as a background for understand-
ing the study of scarabs in Japan.

The Japanese Society of Scarabaeoidology - 
Past and Present
by Shinya Kawai
Shimouma 4-16-3, Setagaya-ku,
Tokyo, 154-0002
JAPAN

EMAIL: shinya@kawamo.co.jp
URL: http://kawamo.co.jp/shinya/

Photo 1: Shinya in the collection of the Natural History 
Museum of Basel, Switzerland, September, 2010.
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Photo 2: The membership of the Japanese Society of 
Scarabaeoidology.

Photo 3: Social hour at the 10th anniversary meeting.

On 6 November 2010, our society, 
the Japanese Society of Scarabae-
oidology (Photo 2), formerly the 
Japanese Society of Scarabaeoide-
ans, had its 10th anniversary party 
at a hall in central Tokyo. Over 100 
scarab enthusiasts came to cel-
ebrate the anniversary, and enjoyed 
exchanging information and mate-
rial with food and drink (Photo 3). 
At the hall (Photo 4), we exhibited 
specimens of world Scarabaeoi-
dea, advanced collecting tools and 
trap materials, tools and chemicals 
for preparing, storing or sorting 
materials, books and journals for 
identification, up-to-date research 
reports from molecular studies, live 
scarabs and breeding technics, etc. 
We enjoyed lectures (Photos 5 and 
6) and the entire afternoon until 
the party ended at 9 PM. Talking 
about scarabs with colleagues is 
always fun, and it seemed like an 
endless party.

Photo 4: The exhibition area.

Photo 6: Another lecture.

Photo 5: A lecture.



Page 3

The Japanese Society of Scarabaeoidology was founded in the summer of 2000. In this decade, 
483 people joined our society, and at the time of 10th anniversary party, we had 432 members in-
cluding 15 foreign members. We publish the journal KOGANE once a year, and Saikaku-Tsushin 
twice a year. The former mainly deals with taxonomic papers in English, whereas the later deals 
with various information in Japanese.

From 2000 to 2010, we published 682 papers in these two journals, and 80% of these are papers 
concerning Asia, including Japan. So far as I know, except for small or local working groups, we 
are the only official society in the world specializing in solely the superfamily Scarabaeoidea.

Our society was not the first of its kind. There was another society, also specializing in Scarabae-
oidea, called “The Society of Lamellicornia” operated by Mr. Masaaki Ishida since 1985. Sorry - I 
could not find a photo of him. He published journals named Lamellicornia and Saikaku under 
the name of the Society until 1995. Mr. Ishida passed away in 1999.
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Photo 7: Mr. Masayuki Fujioka.

Mr. Ishida thought taxonomic work 
should be done by professional 
entomologists only, so he never 
encouraged amateur colleagues to 
write taxonomic papers. Although 
he himself was an amateur ento-
mologist, he preferred amateurs 
to stay away. This was not good in 
some respects, but on the other 
hand, his stance on “amateurism” 
led people to contribute work in 
other areas such as field research or 
ecological study. However, the So-
ciety was more or less a private one 
run by Mr. Ishida, so membership 
was less than 100 and was not very 
active during its final years.

After the death of Mr. Ishida, the 
prominent members of his society 
had a meeting, and discussed how 
to operate the Society. There were 
some financial and other problems, 
and if the Society continued, it 
might not be running in good way.

So, Mr. Masayuki Fujioka (Photo 
7), who had leadership, suggested 
that the Society be terminated and 
we start a new society. Mr. Fujioka’s 
idea was to adopt young scarab 
workers as officers of the new so-
ciety, and to make the society open 
to all insect lovers, not only domes-
tic but also worldwide. New jour-
nals should be rich in all kinds of 
papers and reports with high-qual-
ity color printing. He also launched 
the project of publishing a full list 
of Japanese Scarabaeoidea, along 
with detailed color plates, which 
became the series Atlas of Japanese 
Scarabaeoidea (Photos 8-10).

Photo 8: The Atlas of Japanese Scarabaeoidea - Volume 1 
Coprophagous Group. Editors and authors: Shinya Kawai, 
Shigehisa Hori, Masakazu Kawahara and Masashi Inagaki.
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Beginning in the year 2000, our 
membership was only 150, but af-
ter people evaluated and accepted 
our activities, our membership 
increased rapidly, and is now three 
times bigger than in the beginning. 
So far, we hope to further contrib-
ute to Asian scarab study, and pro-
mote Japanese scarabaeology in a 
positive way to the next generation.

This success is not due to solely 
ourselves, but we admire very 
much what our predecessors did. 
We took over spirit of Mr. Ishida 
and other old Japanese scarab ento-
mologists. According to the latest 
checklist of Japanese Scarabaeoi-
dea, we have 552 species and sub-
species in our fauna, and 235 were 
described by old foreigners such 
as Lewis, Motschulsky and Water-
house. The rest, 317, are the results 
of work done by the Japanese.

I shall introduce five deceased 
taxonomists: T. Nakane, S. No-
mura, H. Sawada, Y. Kurosawa and 
Y. Miyake, and three active tax-
onomists: K. Masumoto, T. Ochi 
and H. Kobayashi. These eight 
taxonomists described 231 species 
total comprising more than 70% of 
all Japanese papers. I am going to 
make short notes on these native 
entomologists as a background of 
Japanese Scarabaeoidology.

Photo 9: The Atlas of Japanese Scarabaeoidea - Volume 2 
Phytophagous Group I. Authors: Kaoru Sakai and Masa-
yuki Fujioka. Photographer: Masashi Inagaki.

Photo 10: The Atlas of Japanese Scarabaeoidea - Volume 
3 Phytophagous Group II. Authors: Hirokazu Kobayashi 
and Takeshi Matsumoto.



Page 6

In the coprophagous group, Dr. Takehiko 
Nakane (1920-1999) (Photo 11) was the 
leader, and he described 21 new spe-
cies such as two Trox, four Onthophagus 
and 15 Aphodius. He was also active in 
phytophagous groups like Cetoniini and 
Sericini, and also Lucanidae and general 
Coleoptera.

Dr. Kimio Masumoto (1941-present) 
(Photo 12) described 14 new taxa such as 
five Aphodius and three Bolboceratidae. 
He is the current adviser to our society, 
and on the occasion of his retirement we 
recently published a special publication 
MASUMUSHI.

MASAMUSHI contains 35 Coleoptera 
papers all of which are dedicated to Dr. 
Masumoto. He is also famous as a taxon-
omist of Tenebrionoidea. See also Photo 
13.

Photo 13: Masayuki Fujioka and Kimio Masumoto 
holding the journal MASUMUSHI which celebrates 
Kimio’s retirement.

Photo 12: Dr. Kimio Masumoto.

Photo 11: The late Dr. Takehiko Nakane.
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Photo 14: Dr. Teruo Ochi.

Photo 15: Dr. Masahiro Kon.

Dr. Teruo Ochi (1951-present) (Photo 14) is a specialist on 
Onthophagus, and has described 20 new taxa of Japanese 
coprophagous scarabs. Both Dr. Ochi and Dr. Kon (below) are 
officers of our Society.

Recently Teruo has been working closely with Dr. Masahiro 
Kon (Photo 15), Mr. Masakazu Kawahara (Photo 16) and Dr. 
Masashi Inagaki (Photo 17). Masakazu and Masashi are the 
authors of Volume 1 of the Atlas of Japanese Scarabaeoidea.

Photo 16: Mr. Masakazu Kawahara.

Photo 17: Dr. Masashi Inagaki.
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Photo 19: The late Dr. Shizumu Nomura.

Photo 18: The late Dr. Hiromasa Sawada.

The late Dr. Hiromasa Sawada (1916-1988) (Photo 
18) was a leader of the phytophagous group, and 
described 25 new taxa.

The late Dr. Shizumu Nomura (1918-1979) 
(Photo 19) described 105 new taxa mainly in the 
phytophagous group but many coprophagous 
species as well.

Because of the two leaders above, the study of 
Japanese phytophagous scarabs was advanced in 
the 20th century.

For your reference, the collection of Dr. Shizumu 
Nomura now preserved in the National Science 
Museum, Tokyo. All scarab holotypes can be 
seen at the website listed here.

A Visual Database of the Coleopteran Holotypes 
in the SIZUMU NOMURA Collection preserved 
in the National Science Museum, Tokyo.

http://svrsh2.kahaku.go.jp/nomura/nsztop-e.htm

http://svrsh2.kahaku.go.jp/nomura/nsztop-e.htm
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Photo 20: Mr. Hirokazu Kobayashi.

Mr. Hirokazu Kobayashi (1953-present) 
(Photo 20), officer of our Society and the 
main author of Volume 3 of the Atlas 
of Japanese Scarabaeoidea. He learned 
entomology from Dr. Nomura in high 
school, and Dr. Sawada at the university 
level and is the successor to them. He 
has described 14 new phytophagous taxa 
from Japan.

The late Dr. Yoshikazu Miyake (1926-2003) (Photo 21) described 10 new taxa of both the co-
prophagous and phytophagous groups. He was famous for his study of Japanese Paratrichius 
(Photo 22).

Photo 21: The late Dr. Yoshikazi Miyake.

Photo 22: Paratrichius geibiensis 
Miyake was described in 1997.
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Photo 23: The late Dr. Yoshihiko Kurosawa.
Photo 24: Cheirotonus jambar Kurosawa 
was described in 1984.

The late Dr. Yoshihiko Kurosawa (1921-2000) (Photo 23) was a specialist of Buprestidae, but 
also a general taxonomist. He described 14 new taxa of Lucanidae and Cetoniini, but the most 
impressive taxon was the largest beetle in Japan, Cheirotonus jambar (Photo 24), dramatically 
discovered in Okinawa in the early 1980s.

All new the taxa counts above are based on the current taxonomic list, so synonymized species 
are not included. These are rough notes, and have not been checked for accuracy, so please do 
not cite these numbers in formal papers.

Japan is an archipelago country (see the territorial map on the next page) about 3,000 km long 
from north to south. From the north end, we can view Sakhalin, and from the south end, we 
can view Taiwan directly to the west. 70% of the land is covered by forest; more than 20 peaks 
of mountains are over 3,000 meters above the sea level. From ancient times, Japanese people 
have lived together with small creatures, and we love insects, birds and fish very much as 
members of the forest living together. Up to now, most parents teach the names of insects and 
flowers to their children, and teach them that these are precious gifts from nature. Because of 
these cultural influences, many people start developing an interest in insects while attending 
elementary school. Some people extend their interest into high school, but there are very few 
entomology classes in our universities. Even if someone could major in entomology at a univer-
sity, it is difficult to get a job in a museum or institute as a curator or scholar. As a result, most 
people must choose the path of an amateur entomologist, and most of them stop entomologi-
cal pursuits because of a lack of free time.
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At 2:46 PM, on 11 March 2011, the 
earthquake hit northeastern Japan. 
At the moment, I was at the home 
of Mr. Masayuki Fujioka who is the 
president of the Japanese Society 
of Scarabaeoidology, discussing 
the special publication MASU-
MUSHI. During the huge and long 
shake, I imagined that if his house 
collapsed, and if both Mr. Fujioka 
and I were to die, then the Society 
would perish. Fortunately, we were 
safe, and are so happy to have a 
chance to introduce our Society to 
all the Scarabs newsletter readers.

Japan is now struggling with hard 
times. But revival will be in the 
near future. The Japanese Soci-
ety of Scarabaeoidology will have 
its 11th anniversary this year, 
and contribute to scarabaeoidol-
ogy continuously in the future. 
All scarab lovers in the world are 
very welcome to join our Society, 
or subscribe to our journals and 
publications. We expect more and 
more interchange among scarab 
enthusiasts from all over the world. 
2011 could be a new start for Japan 
and our Society.

The Japanese Society of Scarabae-
oidology is happy to accept foreign 
members or subscribers at any 
time. Please visit the website of the 
Society:

http://kawamo.co.jp/kogane/

and email the Society:

kogane@kawamo.co.jp.

We will gladly send you an applica-
tion guide.

This map shows the territory of Japan and its proximity to other 
countries.

http://kawamo.co.jp/kogane/
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Peru Scarabs I
from the Camera of Rob Westerduijn
Iquitos, Peru

rob_westerduijn@yahoo.com

Canthon luteicollis Erichson, 1847:
Understory of white sand forest, Allpahuayo 
Mishana, 150 meters, Loreto, Peru,
27 November 2008.

Pelidnota osculati Grallomya, 1850:
Understory of altered mature forest, Picuroyacu, 
150 meters, Loreto, Peru,
12 December 2008.
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Bug People XXII
from the Secret Files of Henry Howden

Do you know this group? The photo was taken in Guatemala in 1991, although all 
are from Canada. The answer is at the bottom of this page.

The three on the left are all from Alberta. The one on far left is curator of (at least) the carabid 
collection at the University of Alberta. He has done a number of joint papers with the person 
third from left. Second from left is wife of third from left and knows birds better than beetles. 
The third is Mr. Carabid, as well as being an Emeritus Professor at the University of Alberta. He 
is still actively publishing. Listing all that he has done would be overkill!

The three on the right are all from Ottawa. Starting third from right -works on scarabs, true 
bugs, old cars and lots else. He is with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Number two of 
group is a weevil worker, mostly species in leaf litter. He is head of entomology at the Canadian 
Museum of Nature. The person on the far right works on some groups of broad-nosed weevils, 
and helps her husband with this type of thing.

Answer: Danny Shpeley, Kay and George Ball, Bruce Gill, Bob Anderson, Anne Howden.
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In Past Years - XLV - 2000
by Henry F. Howden

henry.howden@rogers.com

Photo 1: The small, whitish vehicle in the valley below 
marks the Finca’s parking lot. The picture was taken 
from the Finca - quite a hike to our car!

As we move to more modern 
times the narrator is older, and is 
less willing to put up with really 
primitive conditions. For several 
years people had told us of the Fin-
ca La Suiza in Panama, how com-
fortable it was and how well they 
were fed. We found that the Finca 
had no guests from May 24 to June 
8, 2000, so we reserved their three 

rooms. Surprise! Bruce and Joce-
lyn Gill kindly decided that we old 
folks needed looking after, so they 
agreed to join us. We also talked 
Pat Sullivan, who lived in southern 
Florida at that time, into joining 
us, thus filling the three rooms 
available at the Finca.

The Gills, Anne and I left Ottawa 
May 22, and flew to Miami via 
Chicago. It seems that if a person 
lived in Ottawa, flying directly to 
any destination in the U.S. was 
nearly impossible. However, when 
we reached Miami we were joined 
by Pat Sullivan. Pat wasn’t too 
happy; the airline would not allow 
him to bring his used generator on 
the plane. Bruce had a new one, 
never used, that had been allowed 
on the plane and told Pat that he 
could use it some of the time if we 
couldn’t find one in Panama. With 
no other problems, the five of us 
landed in Panama about 8 PM, and 
went to a good non-tourist type 
hotel.

The next morning we all went to 
the headquarters of the Smithso-
nian Tropical Research Institute 
(STRI) to arrange permits for 
collecting in Panama, borrow a 
generator from one of the resident 
entomologists, see their collection 
and then eat lunch at the cafeteria. 
The afternoon was spent paying 
bills and picking up a rental van. 
Bruce noted that the sticker on the 
license plate had expired and was 
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Photo 2: The one large building of the Finca, with a 
small flat area in front overlooking the valley.

told that a new one would be sent 
to us. We drove the van to our hotel 
and the next morning left for the 
Finca in Chiriqui Province. About 
half way there, we were stopped at a 
checkpoint where the police noted 
our expired sticker. Fortunately, our 
car rental papers, the STRI iden-
tification tags that we all had and 
Bruce’s good Spanish let us pass the 
checkpoint with only a warning.

We arrived at the Finca’s parking lot 
(Photo 1) at 4 PM and were some-
what dismayed that we were at the 
base of a very steep, muddy tract 
that went up to the Finca itself. The 
Finca consisted mostly of one large 
house (Photo 2). Fortunately the 
owner arrived with a four-wheel 
drive pick-up truck that took all 
of our belongings up the hill while 
we walked up the 1 km track to the 
house, elevation about 4,000 feet. 
After a good meal, we ran a light 
(Photo 3) in front of the house for 
several hours, and collected numer-
ous Phyllophaga and Cyclocephala, 
but nothing unusual. We retired 
early; it had been a long day!

The morning was spent walking 
some of the “trails”, which were 
more like otter slides in places 
when wet; there were almost no 
level areas except near the house. 
The afternoon was spent setting up 
a Malaise trap with a trough under 
the main vertical netting in the for-
est near the house. This trap yielded 
some of the more interesting 
scarabs collected at the Finca. Near 
the house (Photo 4) the owners had 
a large, terraced vegetable garden 
(Photo 5) with a number of flower-
ing plants that attracted Macrodac-

Photo 3: Some of our lights set in front of the Finca. 
There were permanent posts to hang a light sheet. The 
combination of a MV and black light seemed to attract 
the most beetles. Not a good photo - my excuse was that 
it was foggy.
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tylus, Anomala and several species 
of cetoniines. Below the cleared 
area, the forest had small piles of 
brush and rubbish from the clear-
ing. It was an ideal area in which 
to set my flight interception trap 
(FIT), which collected a series of 
a species of Onthophagus (Photo 
6) that was not attracted to any of 
our dung traps.

About the third day at the Finca 
we decided that we needed to go 
exploring, so we hiked the 1 km 
down to our van and drove toward 
Chiriqui Grande. Our first stop, 
5 km northwest of Hornitos, was 
at the “blow-up” ridge, so called 
because the road crossed a very 
narrow, steep ridge that often had 
beetles sitting on the road-side 
vegetation, blown up from the 
valley on either side - a form of 
“hill-topping”. Collecting there 
was not great that day: one Ano-
mala, one Euphoria, two species 
of Hoplia and some other beetles 
were the total catch. After an hour 
we drove on beyond the Fortuna 
Dam to Chiriqui Grande, Bocas 
del Toro Province. We had seen a 
good patch of forest near the For-
tuna Dam, and retraced our way 
to the forested area (Photo 7). The 
vegetation was wet from recent 
rain and we didn’t find anything 
except a few weevils. After an 
hour we started back to the Finca, 
stopping along the way to pur-
chase some ripe plantains. There 
was some light rain and we had 
a muddy climb to the Finca. Our 
light that night attracted one cera-
tocanthine, one Heterogomphus 
and a few other common species. 
Not much came to light after 9 

Photo 4: Foreground in front of the roof of the Finca 
shows flowering shrubs fringing the large vegetable 
garden.

Photo 5: Part of the terraced vegetable garden still 
largely unplanted.
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Photo 7: Bruce, Jocelyn, Pat and Anne ready to explore 
the forested area behind!

Photo 6: Onthophagus xiphios Kohlmann & Solis 
collected from a flight interception trap. Photo by 
Jocelyn Gill.

PM when it turned windy and cool.

Although I had a MV-light, I de-
pended on the house electricity to 
run it; unfortunately the power to 
the house often went off, particu-
larly in a rain or wind storm. When 
asked, the owners told me that the 
entire electrical grid was run by 
Hydro-Quebec, which explained a 
lot; the company seemed to have 
similar problems in Canada!

One other bit of trivia of a general 
nature. All of the rooms that we 
saw in the house had nicely tiled 
floors. The owners warned us that 
occasionally the house was invaded 
by unwelcome wildlife and, particu-
larly at night, be careful walking 
around bare foot in the building. 
Fortunately, Pat took their advice 
and shook out his shoes in the 
morning, disturbing the comfort 
of a small scorpion. Two days later 
Anne and I found a similar intruder 
walking across our room about 
11 PM when we came in after an 
evening of collecting. No scorpion 
survived and there were no other 
intruders for the rest of our stay.

Our routine collecting was fre-
quently interrupted by rain, partic-
ularly in the early evening. Oth-
erwise, time was spent checking 
traps, hanging plantains and gen-
eral collecting. A few day trips were 
made, one to Hartmann’s Finca, 
but otherwise we collected near the 
Finca La Suiza. At one point Bruce 
felt that he should visit Ratibor 
Hartmann at his coffee Finca which 
was not too far from where we 
were staying. Both Bruce and I, at 
different times, had been guests at 

Hartmann’s and been told that we 
would be welcome to come back. 
Since previous visits had been at 
no cost, Bruce had brought several 
gifts that we knew would be wel-
comed. In the intervening years, 
since Bruce’s last visit, Hartmann 
had completed a lodge at the top 
of a wooded hill especially for col-
lectors and that was where Bruce 
and Jocelyn were housed. They 
spent several nights there, collect-
ing a number of scarabs not found 
where we were staying. Then, as 
they were thanking Ratibor for his 
hospitality, Bruce was told to talk 
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to one of his sons before leaving. 
The son presented Bruce with 
a bill for the use of the hill top 
lodge, an unexpected fee! When 
Bruce returned, he was rather un-
happy since the fee came as a sur-
prise, especially after presenting 
Hartmann with the gifts he had 
brought. Good collecting (Photo 
8), which included several species 
of Chrysina, finally had a soothing 
effect, but there were grumbles for 
some time.
In the time we had left in early 

June, we were often bothered by 
heavy rain, either in the late after-
noon or in the evenings. When it 
wasn’t raining we generally had 
good collecting. In one typical 
day plantains yielded four species 
of cetoniines, a few cerambycids 
and a moderate number of small 
beetles. Flowers at the edge of the 
vegetable garden often contained 
Macrodactylus or Anomala. Dung 
traps collected the usual mixture 
of beetles, but not the new On-
thophagus, which was taken only 
in the one FIT set in the forest at 
the base of the garden. Another 
FIT collected several Neoathyreus, 
which I tentatively identified as 
N. mexicanus. When it rained at 
night and we had power, a light 
run under the overhanging roof 
attracted many Rhyparus, a genus 
that seemed to fly mainly during 
misty or rainy evenings. Evenings 
when it didn’t rain were often 
windy and cool, making the light 
collecting not as productive as we 
had expected. Still, during our stay, 
our lights attracted a good variety 
of scarabs, cerambycids and other 
groups.

June 6 was spent picking up traps, 
packing and cursing the rain for 
much of the day. The next morning 
we left the Finca, and with the help 
of their truck, got our equipment 
down the hill and drove to El Valle, 
a well known collecting area on 
our way to Panama City. We stayed 
in a comfortable motel, which we 
could not usually afford, but off 
season allowed us to get a reason-
able price. Wooded hills (Photo 9) 

Photo 8: Argyripa subfasciata Ritsema, one of several 
interesting cetoniines found at Hartmann’s Finca. Photo 
by Jocelyn Gill.
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Photo 9: One of the wooded hills near our motel in El 
Valle, Panama.

near the motel offered good col-
lecting, but we didn’t get anything 
unusual.

We were in Panama City shortly 
after noon, stopped briefly at STRI 
to return the generator, then to 
the hotel to unload the van. Then 
Bruce, Jocelyn, Anne and I started 
back to return the van to the rental 
company. On the way we were 
chased by a policeman in a taxi 
who finally flagged us down and 
told Bruce that he had run a stop 
light. He demanded $60.00 U.S. 
on the spot. Bruce started to ask 
him where the light was, since we 
hadn’t seen any light. Then the po-
liceman noticed our expired sticker 
and switched his charge to that. I 
started to get into the argument, 
but was told to mind my own 
business! After more argument, 
Jocelyn told the policeman that 
she had all our money and showed 
him her purse containing $37.00. 
That satisfied the policeman who 
went off in the taxi. I then gave 
Jocelyn $40.00 (no change) and we 
went to the rental agency and told 
them we had been fined because 
of the expired sticker. They said 
they couldn’t pay us in cash, but 
wouldn’t charge us for a day’s 
rental - $78.00 U.S. So, one might 
say everyone profited; the police-
man gained $37, Bruce and Jocelyn 
received $3, and I was ahead $38. 
However, none of us were happy 
about the graft, though we had 
been warned that it was common.
The next day we flew to Miami 

with no further problems. While 
planning the trip, Pat Sullivan 
had invited us to stop on our way 
back and stay for a few days with 
him and his wife, Lisa Lee, at their 
home in Plantation, west of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. We rented a 
van at the Miami airport and drove 
to Pat’s house, which included a 
screened-in swimming pool.

The following day was mainly 
spent looking at Pat’s extensive col-
lection and enjoying the pool. In 
the evening a light was set out near 
the house - the total catch was 
two species of Phyllophaga, one 
of them an import from the West 
Indies.

The next day we went along the 
coast to a small park called Red 
Reef Park. We found the park 
ranger who said it was OK to 
collect insects, including all the 
mosquitoes, as long as we could do 
so without waving a net around. 
We did collect a few weevils and 
three chrysomelids, but the main 
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organism on the beach was people. 
A little later we were rained out, 
so we briefly visited Julius Boos 
(Photo 10), a scarab collector who 
we had met in Trinidad. We then 
returned to Pat’s house to indulge 
in his hospitality.

The third day, we were due to fly 
north late in the afternoon, so Pat 
drove us westward on the Ever-
glades Parkway (AKA Alligator 
Alley) into the Everglades (Photo 
11). We went as far as Big Cypress 
Seminole Reserve, where a sandy 
side road (Photo 12) had patches of 
vegetation including some flow-
ering palms. On some of the low 
palm flowers we collected Trigo-
nopeltastes delta and one Trichio-
tinus. On a road-side bush Anne 
caught a green grass snake. Pat was 
happy with this find as he liked to 
keep a few reptiles as a side line. 
There was one problem - where to 
put the snake until we returned to 
Pat’s house. The solution: Anne’s 
jacket had a zippered pocket, 
and there the snake resided until 
it could be caged in Pat’s garage 
shortly after noon.

We were at the airport about 2 PM, 
turned in the car, checked in and 
learned we would have some delay 
as Chicago, our first stop on the 
way to Ottawa, was having a storm. 
At 5 PM we were told that the 
Chicago flight had been cancelled, 
but that we could be put on a later 
flight to Montreal, but there was 
no connecting flight to Ottawa. 
We said OK, since we knew there 
were buses and trains between the 
two cities. Arriving in Montreal 
just after 11 PM, we were shocked 

Photo 10: Julius Boos, now deceased, with a drawer 
from his collection. His favorite group was Inca, and 
he published a paper with Brett Ratcliffe on a new 
subspecies of Inca from Trinidad.

Photo 11: The Everglades along Alligator Alley; we saw 
some alligators, but not much forest.
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to find that just about everything 
was closed for the night; there were 
no buses or trains until the follow-
ing day. There was one car rental 
agency still open, so we rented a 
car at the only rate they would give 
us which included mileage. We 
finally arrived in Ottawa at 2:30 
AM. All we could say was: “Time to 
spare, go by air”.

Photo 12: The dirt road into the Seminole Reserve 
where we had some interesting collecting including a 
green grass snake!

A Note About Two Old Books…
by Olivier Décobert

Like me, readers of Scarabs have learned about some of 
the great Japanese entomologists in Shinya’s Kawai’s most 
interesting article found in this issue. I remembered that 
more than 25 years ago, I bought a book called Coloured Il-
lustrations of the Insects of Japan - Coleoptera about beetles 
of Japan. I took it to my bibliotheca and searched for the 
author’s name: Takehiko Nakane. His photo is on page 6 
(Photo 11) of this issue.

In Scarabs 56 (October, 2010) a photo of Lawrence and 
Elizabeth Dillon can be found on page 22. I also remem-
bered that I had bought an American book at the same time 
as the Japanese book, written by these two authors titled A 
Manual of Common Beetles of Eastern North America.

It was really a pleasure to be able to see these people, whose 
books permitted me to get a better knowledge of scarabs 
and other beetles outside of Europe at a time when I was 
searching for such information without the help of the In-
ternet - which did not yet exist.

This is one of the purposes of Scarabs: to give these oppor-
tunities to put a face with the name of people who greatly 
contributed to the extension of your knowledge.
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The Stag Beetles of Southern South America 
(Coleoptera; Lucanidae)
by M. J. Paulsen
mpaulsen@unlserve.unl.edu

This monograph is a compilation 
of original and recent research on 
stag beetles in Chile and Argen-
tina. In the study area, the wholly 
endemic stag beetle fauna in-
cludes 31 species in three sub-
families. A key to genera of south-
ern South American Lucanidae is 
provided. Updated information 
on genera that have been recently 
revised is included. All species are 
redescribed and keys are provided 
in English and Spanish when ap-
propriate.

An extensive description, distri-
bution, distinguishing characteris-
tics, remarks, and illustrations are 
provided for each species.

Numerous important taxonomic 
changes have been made - too 
numerous to list here.

For a complete abstract and 
instructions about how to order, 
please go to:

http://www.unl.edu/museum/
research/entomology/SSAMLu-
canidae.html

Cost is $40 U.S. 148 pages, 130 
illustrations including color 
photographs and black and white 
drawings, 29 maps. Paperback, 7 
x 10”.

Anne displaying a copy of M. J.’s new masterpiece.

http://www.unl.edu/museum/research/entomology/SSAMLucanidae.html
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