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Introduction

When we looked at the index for 
the Scarabs journal, we realized 
that there were plenty of articles 
and magnificent photos of genus 
Chrysina, but only one mention 
of genus Anoplognathus, in issue 
No. 51, where the late Dr. Howden 
mentioned that he had collected 
several species while on a trip to 
Australia. We found no photos of 
this genus in the journal.

Although they are generally 
a bit smaller than Chrysina, 
Anoplognathus are every bit as 
beautiful, in both colour and 
variation. Here we present a short 
overview of the biology and study 
of these scarabs and introduce 
readers to some highly interesting 
photos and variations.

The term “Christmas Beetle” 
is used in particular for genus 
Anoplognathus, and refers to the 

Christmas Beetles of Australia (Coleoptera: 
Scarabaeidae: Rutelinae: Anoplognathini; 
Anoplognathus)
by Stéphane Le Tirant & René Limoges
Ville de Montréal
Montréal Insectarium
4581 rue Sherbrooke
Montréal, Quebec
Canada H1X 2B2

fact that these scarabs generally 
appear in greater numbers around 
Christmas time.

Biology and Ecology

Little is known as yet about the 
biology of these scarabs. It is known 
that most species are diurnal, while 
some are crepuscular (A. storeyi 
Allsopp, 2010) and another species 
has been spotted flying just after 
nightfall (A. debaari Allsopp, 2010). 
Most species are attracted to light, 
and very large numbers of them 
can be seen in some cities around 
Christmas, making this an excellent 
time to view them. It is known that 
some species can cause significant 
damage to Eucalyptus and Acacia, 
their main food source. Defoliation 
can sometimes be so severe that 
it kills the tree, in particular if it is 
isolated and alone in a particular 
area. Anoplognathus punctulatus 
has been reported as a pest of 
avocados, while several other 

http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www.coleopsoc.org/default.asp?Action=Show_Resources&ID=Scarabs 
http://www-museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm
http://www-museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm
http://www-museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/Scarabs-Newsletter.htm
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species are considered pests of 
sugar cane. These beetles have also 
been observed feeding on Hibiscus, 
Tristemma and Breynia leaves. 
The white “C”-shaped larvae are 
typical of scarabs and live in the 
soil or in rotten tree trunks. The 
larvae also cause varying degrees of 
damage. Mating occurs in mid-or 
late summer at any time during the 
day, although it has been observed 
more often toward the end of the 
day. The female generally lays from 
25 to 30 creamy-white eggs.

Males are usually smaller than 
females. Anoplognathus colouring 
is just as lovely as that of Chrysina. 
Individual colour variations are 
just as spectacular, and many 
colourations are known to be rare 
or very rare. For example, among 
Anoplognathus smaragdinus, 
yellowish olive green and metallic 
green are the best known. The red 
variation is rare, but blue even 
more so. My Australian friend 
Jack Hasenpuch tells me that 
he has collected only three blue 
specimens over a 25-year period! 
Anoplognathus aeneus, A. parvulus 
and A. viridiaeneus are also 
remarkably beautiful.

Distribution

These scarabs are found 
throughout Australia, except in 
arid regions, and with more species 
in the southeast of the country.

Study of Anoplognathus

Dr. P. B. Carne provided the very 
first revision of the genus in 
1957. Since that time, a couple 

of species have been described. 
If you take the species list of 
genus Anoplognathus provided by 
Dr. Andrew B.T. Smith and add 
Anoplognathus vietor Allsopp and 
Carne, 1986, A. storeyi Allsopp, 
2010 and A. debaari Allsopp, 2010, 
you should have a very accurate 
and up-to-date list.

http://www.museum.unl.edu/
research/entomology/checklist.
htm

The authors wish to thank Jack 
Hasenpuch for the photographs of 
specimens in the wild, Dr. Andrew 
B. T. Smith for confirming the 
identification of several species, 
and George Hangay, Cate Lemann 
and Brett C. Ratcliffe for lending 
specimens and providing valuable 
information.

Introduction

En regardant l’index de la revue 
Scarabs, nous avons vu qu’il y 
avait abondance d’articles et de 
magnifiques photographies sur le 
genre Chrysina, mais une seule 
mention du genre Anoplognathus 
dans le numéro 51, où le regretté 
Dr Howden mentionne la récolte 
de plusieurs espèces lors d’un 
séjour en Australie. Nous n’avons 
trouvé aucune photographie du 
genre dans la revue.

Bien que généralement un peu 
plus petit que les Chrysina, les 
Anoplognathus rivalisent de beauté 
tant en coloration qu’en variation. 
Nous présentons un petit survol 
de la biologie, de l’étude de ces 
scarabées et faisons découvrir 

http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
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quelques photographies et 
variations fort intéressantes.

Le terme « Christmas Beetles » 
désigne en particulier le genre 
Anoplognathus et fait référence au 
fait que ces scarabées sortent en 
plus grand nombre généralement 
durant la période de Noël.

Biologie et écologie

La biologie de ces scarabées 
est encore méconnue. On sait 
que la plupart des espèces sont 
diurnes bien que quelques-unes 
soient crépusculaires (A. storeyi 
Allsopp, 2010) et qu’une autre 
ait été vue volant tout juste après 
la tombée de la nuit (A. debaari 
Allsopp, 2010). La majorité des 
espèces est attirée par la lumière 
et c’est en très grand nombre que 
ces scarabées sont visibles dans 
quelques villes pendant la période 
de Noël, faisant de cet instant un 
moment privilégié pour les revoir. 
On sait que certaines espèces sont 
capables de causer des dommages 
importants aux Eucalyptus et 
aux Acacia dont la végétation 
est la principale nourriture. La 
défoliation peut parfois être sévère, 
au point de tuer l’arbre surtout si 
ce dernier est isolé au milieu d’un 
secteur particulier. Anoplognathus 
punctulatus a été signalé comme 
étant une peste dans la culture 
de l’avocat, alors que plusieurs 
autres espèces sont nuisibles à 
la canne à sucre. Ces scarabées 
ont été observés se nourrissant 
aussi sur les feuilles d’Hibiscus, de 
Tristemma et Breynia. Les larves 
blanches en forme de « C » sont 
typiques des scarabées et vivent 
dans le sol ou dans des troncs de 

bois pourris. Ces larves causent 
aussi des dommages plus ou 
moins importants. L’accouplement 
survient au milieu ou vers la fin 
de l’été et se produit n’importe 
quand dans la journée, bien que 
l’on ait observé des accouplements 
en plus grand nombre en fin 
de journée. La femelle pond 
généralement entre 25 à 30 petits 
œufs blanc crème.

Les mâles sont le plus souvent 
plus petits que les femelles. La 
coloration des Anoplognathus est 
aussi belle que celle des Chrysina. 
Les variations individuelles 
sont tout aussi spectaculaires 
et plusieurs chromatismes sont 
connus comme étant rares ou 
très rares. Par exemple, chez 
Anoplognathus smaragdinus, les 
colorations vert-olive jaunâtre 
et vert métallique sont les plus 
connues. La variation rouge 
est rare mais la forme bleue 
l’est encore plus. Mon ami 
Australien Jack Hasenpuch me 
mentionne qu’il n’a capturé 
que 3 spécimens bleus sur une 
période de 25 ans! La beauté des 
espèces Anoplognathus aeneus, 
A. parvulus et A. viridiaeneus est 
remarquable.



Page 4

Distribution

Ces scarabées sont distribués 
partout en Australie sauf dans 
les régions arides bien qu’un 
plus grand nombre d’espèces se 
retrouve dans le Sud-Est.

Etude des Anoplognathus

Le Dr P. B. Carne a fourni la 
première révision du genre en 
1957. Depuis, un couple d’espèces 
a été décrit. Si vous prenez 
la liste des espèces du genre 
Anoplognathus fournie par le 
Dr Andrew B. T. Smith, il suffit 
d’ajouter Anoplognathus storeyi 
Allsopp, 2010 et A. debaari 
Allsopp, 2010 pour avoir une mise 
à jour précise.

http://www.museum.unl.edu/
research/entomology/checklist.
htm

Les auteurs tiennent à remercier 
Jack Hasenpuch pour les 
photographies de spécimens 
dans la nature, le Dr Andrew B. 
T. Smith pour la confirmation 
de l’identification de plusieurs 
espèces, ainsi que George 
Hangay, Cate Lemann et Brett 
C. Ratcliffe pour la transmission 
d’informations pertinentes et le 
prêt de spécimens.

Anoplognathus aeneus.

Anoplognathus rothschildi.

Anoplognathus nebulosus.

http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
http://www.museum.unl.edu/research/entomology/checklist.htm
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Anoplognathus boisduvalii.

Eucalyptus woodland.

Anoplognathus aeneus.

Anoplognathus boisduvalii.
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Anoplognathus brunnipennis.

Anoplognathus parvulus.

Anoplognathus macleayi.

Anoplognathus viridiaeneus.
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Anoplognathus smaragdinus.

Anoplognathus smaragdinus.

Anoplognathus smaragdinus, the very 
rare blue form.

Anoplognathus smaragdinus, a rare 
red form.
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A Fast But Memorable Week of Collecting in 
Nicaragua
by Rich Cunningham

I was fortunate to have one of 
those memorable collecting trips 
that all of us have had from time to 
time. You know, that phenomenal 
occasion when everything just 
lines up and all of the “gods of 
collecting” are on our side pulling 
for us. This rare time, they favored 
me with great collecting partners, 
(i.e. nice guys, none who really 

wanted scarabs!!), camaraderie, 
pretty much perfect weather 
and conditions for insects, not 
necessarily for humans. No 
problems on the trip and of course 
bugs, everywhere, especially 
scarabs! It was that trip where 
everything just fit into place and 
went smooth with no snags or 
problems.

Before I get started, a little 
background is probably in order. 
First of all, I was not scheduled 
to go on the trip as there was 
not enough room. Three Texans, 
Dan Heffern, renowned for 
Cerambycidae, his friend, Brian 
Raber, Carabidae, and our own 
intrepid Ed Riley, Texas A&M 
University, Scarabaeidae and 
Chrysomelidae, were set to go and 
meet up with Eric van den Berghe 
(Figures 1 and 2) for the trip. By the 
way, I actually have Ed to thank for 
his generosity with his collection 
on a visit many years ago, 26 to be 
exact, which led to my infamous 
moniker coined by Bill Warner 
as the “Pluckmaster General”. I 
think (hope??) he means it in a 
nice way! In any case it has led to 
many smiles from me and fear and 
scrambling to hide “the good stuff” 
from my scarab buddies when I 
visit. Thanks again Ed, and I will of 
course do the same if you ever find 
yourself in Southern California.

On the original trip, Dan and 
the crew were heading to Kahka 

Fig. 1 (above): Dr. Eric van den Berghe.
Fig. 2 (below): Another picture of Dr. Eric van den 
Berghe ready for a night of exploration.
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Creek, on the eastern coastal area 
of Nicaragua, a lowland rain forest. 
It takes a four-hour boat trip then 
a one-mile hike with all of your 
collecting gear or horseback ride to 
get to a primitive research station 
(shack) in the reserve. The small 
station, which I am told had a good 
sized bushmaster snake living 
under it, sits on a two square mile 
area of primary forest that had 
about a third of the trees damaged 
or broken when a hurricane 
hit recently. Poking around the 
southwest, I like big snakes, but 
in my area, they generally make 
a lot of noise. A big one that is 
quiet, cryptic, and lies in wait 
at night, and many hours from 
medical help might worry people 
while checking sheets at night! 
This would have been a fantastic 
experience for Dan and the boys, 
especially for Cerambycidae, but 
a set of unforeseen problems and 
conflicts made it possible for me to 
go instead. First Ed could not go, 
which meant I was in and bought 
the ticket to Managua. Then Dan 
had to drop out with only about 
two weeks to go and Brian decided 
not to go soon thereafter. That 
left me alone on the venture to 
meet up with Eric whom I had 
never met. After receiving the OK 
from my better half, (she probably 
wanted to get rid of me for a while 
anyway), I definitely made the right 
choice and decided to go ahead on 
the trip. Eric said come on down 
since he had already scheduled 
the week to collect. So, on May 23, 
2014, I boarded a plane headed for 
Managua.

After a small discussion with 
airport officials trying to get 
a Honda generator* through 
customs, I finally stepped out of 
the airport arrivals, generator and 
equipment intact and in tow. Eric 
was to meet me at the airport and 
we would head out on the trip 
right away. Armed with a picture, I 
began scanning the crowds trying 
to recognize Eric. Eventually, here 
came this big guy walking towards 
me. As he got closer, I couldn’t 
believe my eyes. Everything about 
him, features, clothes, walk and 
even demeanor was reminiscent 
of our own Dr. Art Evans, PhD, 
entomologist to the stars! (Fig. 3) 
It was as if they could be brothers. 
The only thing missing was a 
double-double hamburger from In-
n-Out and a beard. I immediately 
felt at ease and knew it would be 
a great trip. In fact, aside from 
the physical similarities, they 
are both extremely energetic, 
knowledgeable biologists, well 
published, well traveled, world 
class entomologists, college 
professors and just great to be with 
on a collecting trip. Unlike Art, 

Figure 3: Dr. Art Evans.

*Editors Note: see 
photo on page 15.
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Eric’s doctorate is in Ichthyology 
but he has become one of the 
foremost experts in Nicaraguan 
ecology, very familiar with the 
fauna and flora of Nicaragua. A 
major part of his career involves 
working on environmental 
conservation management 
projects and environmental 
impact statements in Nicaragua 
as well as working as a college 
professor. Eric has published 
extensively on the biodiversity 
of Nicaragua, including insects, 
orchids, fish and mammals. He 
has discovered numerous new 
species in his endeavors and has 

photo-documented thousands 
of native species. Although 
Art works on scarabs and Eric 
on carabids, both are fantastic 
wildlife photographers as well. I 
do need to credit Eric with many 
of the photos used in this and the 
previous introduction article as 
well. I felt welcomed and ready to 
get started.

Since I only had a week, was the 
only one on the trip, and had 
not been to Nicaragua before, 
Eric made as it turned out a very 
good executive decision not to 
make the tough, more costly, 
time consuming trek to Kahka 
creek, but instead, to collect 
in some more accessible areas. 
Since this was my first time in 
Nicaragua, I was happy for any 
chance of collecting. The decision 
was fortunate as the timing and 
weather conditions made the 
collecting much better than 
normal at the areas he has been to 
on numerous occasions. On the 
way to the first locality we picked 
up Milton, a friend of Eric’s that 
would travel with us for the week. 
He is a herpetologist which added 
another dimension of interest as I 
have always enjoyed “herping” in 
the southwest. After stopping at 
Estelí, a larger town for food and 
supplies for the week, we were on 
our way. As we rode out of town, 
I was taken back by the amount 
of habitat destruction and slash 
and burn. It appeared that the 
whole country was either burning 
or had been burned. (Fig. 4) This 
destruction has been exponential 
in the past few decades as more 
and more habitat and forest is 

Figure 4: Burning and habitat destruction for agriculture 
was evident almost everywhere.

Figure 5: Loss of forest cover in Nicaragua from 1983 to 
2000 with projections to 2050.
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being destroyed and devoted to 
farms, housing, pastureland, sun 
coffee and many other agricultural 
crops. Like many places on the 
planet today, habitat, forest and 
consequentially biodiversity is 
declining at an alarming rate and 
may be in jeopardy of being lost 
forever. Figure 5 shows the loss 
of forest cover in Nicaragua from 
1983 to 2000 and a forecast for the 
year 2050. The importance of shade 
coffee will be discussed later in the 
article.

Traveling around Nicaragua going 
to and from collecting areas was 
very interesting. It is always fun 
to see how people live in other 
countries and go about daily life. 
One curious fact that caught my eye 
was that each small village or town 
seemed to specialize in a particular 
artisan commodity to sell. As you 
drove through the town on the 
main road every store seemed to 
display and sell the same thing. The 
competition must be tough with so 
many selling the same thing. One 
town sold handmade furniture, 
another candy, (Fig. 6), another 
garden plants and statues, another 
household items etc. Then, trying 
to figure out where we were going 
was tough as there was a definite 
lack of signs. If you don’t know how 
to get to your destination and don’t 
know the language it would be very 
difficult to get around. Luckily Eric 
knew both so things went well.

We arrived at our first collecting 
area on the same day as my arrival, 
May 23, 2014. The area, Reserva 
Natural Cerro Tisay Estanzuela at 
the Posada Tisay Ranch, (Fig. 7), 

Figure 6: A young girl selling the exact same candy the 
rest of the village vendors were selling.

in the state of Leon, 12°59’14” N 
86°21’59” W, 4,887 feet elevation, 
was a somewhat disturbed oak 
woodland/coffee plantation. 
Many Nicaraguan coffee 
plantations and co-ops are green 
oases surrounded by miles and 
miles of destruction. These shade 
coffee plantations are extremely 
important for protecting the high 
quality forested habitat as shade 
coffee operations do not clear 
cut the vegetation. This protects 
the habitat from complete 
destruction and still somewhat 

Figure 7: Reserva Natural Cerro Tisay Estanzuela at the 
Posada Tisay Ranch.



Page 12

maintains the biodiversity. By the 
way, Nicaraguan coffee is rated 
as some of the best in the world 
and comes from these more 
eco-friendly operations. What is 
missing is some sort of large scale 
support and commitment from 
the coffee buyers and the millions 
of coffee drinkers worldwide. A 
commitment to drink only eco-
friendly coffee might save future 
habitat and biodiversity loss by 
only growing coffee on shade 
plantations instead of the clear-

Figure 8: The white wall behind the sheet was another 
area for good collecting.

Figure 9: Just for fun, an interesting method of 
collecting. A 15-watt BL over the wash basin. It worked 
great, clean bugs also!

cut sun coffee plantations. Now, 
I know Starbucks is expensive 
coffee but I was pleased to find 
out that they support these eco-
friendly productions over the non-
ecofriendly. I was told when the 
Starbucks buyers come to town, the 
plantation, operations and nearby 
town gets a “facelift” and is cleaned 
up of all trash. They really do try 
to look good. Starbucks seems 
to live by higher standards and a 
commitment to conservation.

From May 24 to May 28 we were 
at the second collecting site which 
was a shade coffee plantation in 
Cerro Jesus, about 10 km NW 
of Jalapa in the state of Nueva 
Segovia, 13°58’09” N, 86°10’38” W, 
3,672 feet elevation, adjoining the 
Honduran border. Now this is how 
collecting should be! We had five 
different mercury vapor (MV) and 
blacklight (BL) set-ups but also two 
others with just blacklights. (Figs. 
8-10) Most of the set-ups were 
under covered areas so insects kept 
coming in even in heavier rains. 
Actually, lighter rains seemed to 
bring in the insects better than 
when it stopped. One of the MV 
and BL stations was located at 
a storage shed about a half mile 
up the road from the plantation 
headquarters, in higher elevation, 
closer to undisturbed forest. 
(Fig. 11) These lights brought in 
a few different scarabs including 
at least ten Dynastes hercules 
septentrionalis.
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Figure 10: The wash basin light in use.

Figure 11: A really great light. It brought in a few 
different species than the lower elevation set-ups, 
including Dynastes. The numbers and diversity of 
insects was greater at this location also.

Dynastes hercules 
septentrionalis LaChaume, 
male (above), female (below).
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Figure 12: Checking out Dynastes hercules alive in the 
morning was not the best idea as the largest male flew 
off like an apache helicopter just before the picture was 
taken. Funny or sad actually how far and high they fly 
before you lose sight of them above the tree tops.

Giesbertiolus ornatus Howden, 
male on the left female on the 
right. Striking sexual dimorphism 
is displayed in this genus.

Not only was the collecting 
fantastic, but the accommodations 
were equally as great. We were 
able to stay in the owner’s quarters 
as he was in the U.S. at the time. 
The bedrooms, living room, and 
kitchen (which came with a part-
time cook) were very nice. The 
living room opened to a beautiful 
wooden veranda table running 
the whole length of the building 
with comfortable patio chairs, sofa 
and table. There was enough area 
to put two light stations, one on 

both ends of the veranda. The 
view from the patio was equally as 
nice. It was fantastic to wake up 
in the morning after a great night 
of grabbing scarabs from seven 
different stations, unopposed by 
other scarab guys, then have a 
large cup of coffee, sit in a plush 
chair with a view of the forest 
from the veranda, and watch the 
birds, especially the Oropendula, 
go through their morning 
antics (Figure 12). All this while 
emptying jars full of scarabs to 
put into glassine envelopes then 
Tupperware and chlorocresol 
for transport back home! At the 
same time I was able to check 
the sheets for leftover hidden 
treasure finding Homophileurus 
tricuspis Prell. Now that was not 
only relaxing but a lot of fun. It 
just doesn’t get any better, unless 
of course, if you have one or more 
of the Scarabs newsletter highly 
talented employees (see Editors 
Note, following page) with you 
on the trip to help with things! 
The most notable species at this 
site were Giesbertiolus ornatus 
Howden (below, Figures 13-14),
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Editor’s Note from Barney and Olivier: Editor Rich 
highly values his reputation, so there is no mention 
that he brought his personal blacklight assistant 
Charissa along on this trip. It was getting dark, but Rich 
demands meticulously clean equipment. Even though 
she was in a hurry, she still wore a big smile.

Genuchinus v-notatus Westwood 
or near,

Figure 13: Close-up of flowers in the tree where G. 
ornatus was taken.

Genuchinus v-notatus Westwood 
or near collected by our cook while 
she was in the garden of the main 
residence. I was asked if I wanted 
this one!!! A distinct “whooshing” 
sound could be heard and the 
specimen disappeared.
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Figure 14: Out of reach of course, even with the tropics 
nets we could see G. ornatus and other Trichiines as 
well as Cerambycidae species flying to the flowers.

Other notables from Cerro Jesus 
were: Chrysina luteomarginata 
(Ohaus),

Chrysina luteomarginata (Ohaus).

Mesosternus halffteri Morón or 
near,

Female Mesosternus halffteri 
Morón or near.

Macropoidelimus mniszechi 
(Salle’),

Macropoidelimus mniszechi 
(Salle’).
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Male Pelidnota glabra Ohaus.

Figure 15: Reserva Silvestre El Jaguar office. An agouti 
ambled across the area before I could get the camera 
out. The office looked old but the accommodations were 
very nice (see Scarabs #80, Figure 12).

Pelidnota glabra Ohaus,

Megaceras septentrionalis Bates 
and Enema endymion Chevrolat, 
Heterogomphus spp. Strategus spp. 
just to name a few. See Scarabs 
No. 80, Figure 24.

Our third site, the Reserva 
Silvestre El Jaguar is in the state of 
Jinotega at 13°14’05” N, 86°03’15” 
W, 4,218 feet elevation. (Fig. 
15) This is an ecotourism bird-
watching destination as well as 
a shade coffee plantation. This 
is a beautiful area overlooking 
a seemingly untouched canyon. 
We stayed in bungalows with a 
porch opening up to the canyon. 
It was the perfect place to hang 
the sheet with mercury vapor 
and blacklights. Although we 
saw armadillo and agouti, the 
scarabaeine fauna representation 
was very poor although Uroxys 

gorgon Arrow, fell into a dung 
trap. Since that species is 
associated with tree sloth activity, 
we knew the sloths were hidden 
in nearby trees.

Uroxys gorgon Arrow. About the 
only Scarabaeine that fell into the 
dung trap.
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Euphoria candezei Jansen. This 
specimen came to banana bait.

Figure 16: Cerro Dantali Reserva Natural El Diablo at 
La Esmeralda.

Eric mentioned that this area is 
usually much better collecting 
but a lack of rain had slowed 
the insect activity greatly. Other 
notable species collected here 
were Phileurus youngi Ratcliffe and 
Euphoria candezei Jansen.

Our fourth site, May 29-31, also 
in the state of Jinotega was in the 
Cerro Dantali, Reserva Natural El 
Diablo at La Esmeralda, 13°05’04” 
N, 85°52’15” W, 3,966 feet 
elevation. (Figures 16-17) This 
was just a step above camping 
as we stayed in an enclosed 
storage shed. It was good except 
for the bat that kept flapping 
near my head and the six inch 
scorpion on the wall just above 
the bed. The bat finally flew out 
and the scorpion ended up in 
a glassine envelope. It all just 
added to the fun. Some notables 
at the collecting sheets were 
Phalangogonia sperata Sharp,

Phalangogonia sperata Sharp.
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Spodistes mniszechi (Thomson), 
male and female.

Figure 17: Another view of Cerro Dantali Reserva Natural 
El Diablo at La Esmeralda. The light stations were very 
productive. You just had to be a little bit faster than the 
chickens!

Spodistes mniszechi (Thomson),

and Chrysina bruyeai (Hawks).

Chrysina bruyeai (Hawks).

The last night was at Eric’s house 
in San Marcos in the state of 
Carazo, 11°54’20” N 86°11’00” 
W, 1,594 feet elevation. The area 
is a pre-montane forest but his 
property sits in a five-acre working 
farm with many different crops. 
The collecting was cut short by a 
rainstorm but the scarab species 
coming into the sheets were 
different than I had collected so far 
on the trip.

The next day, Eric dropped me 
off at the airport - happy with 
collecting permits and several 
large Tupperware containers full 
of insects, mostly scarabs. Of 
course, as always, there is still 
a lot of work to complete the 
curation and determinations of 
the specimens that were collected. 
Then, there is the need to send 
a list of scarab species collected, 
especially any new country 
records to Jean-Michael Maes 
who procured the permits. Jean-
Michael Maes is a biologist who 
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arranges and conducts entomological research surveys in Nicaragua and is responsible for much 
of the knowledge of insects of Nicaragua. This was a memorable collecting trip. I’d like to thank 
Dan Heffern for making the trip possible and of course Eric van den Berghe for making the trip 
enjoyable and successful. I would very much like to go again to Nicaragua especially to different 
areas such as Kahka Creek to collect.

Here is Jenn wearing the famous “Know Your San Diego Scarabs” T-shirt, designed 
by Ron McPeak. On the back are the likenesses of the genitalia of Serica adversa, S. 
fimbriata, S. heteracantha, S. stygia, Diplotaxis fossipalpa, Omorgus suberosus and 
Oxygrylius peninsularis. When the Editors are keying out difficult species from 
these four genera, they have her parade around the lab while modelling this shirt. 
This sure beats looking at genitalia in books, and gives their eyes a rest.


